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BARB McATEE HONORED AT INTERFAITH DINNER

Hindu Temple and Cultural Center hosts annual event

Cultural Crossroads Director Barb McAtee was honored as the recipient of
the 2011 Vern Barnet Interfaith Service Award. The award was bestowed
during the 27" Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Ritual Dinner on November
20, 2011. The award was granted by the Heartland Chapter of the
Alliance of Divine Love to Barb in recognition of her many years of
interfaith and multicultural work. (Heartland-ADL hosted the dinner and
Cultural Crossroads again served as a cooperative partner in the event.)
In her acceptance speech, Barb quoted ‘Abdul-Baha’s that “Every meeting
which is organized for the purpose of unity and concord will be conducive
to changing strangers into friends, enemies into associates..." and stated

“that has been my experience as a member of the Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council and a member of

Cultural Crossroads.”

Above: Barb McAtee is presented the award by
Heartland-ADL President Rev. Mary Gibson McCoy

Right: Barb with Rev. Vern Barnet, founder of the
Interfaith Thanksgiving Dinner and namesake of the |
Vern Barnet Interfaith Service Award.

Left: A special treat to end the evening was a
performance of Indian traditional dance. The hosts
of the Hindu Temple and Cultural Center provided a
colorful and joyous setting for the interfaith event.

The evening was a multicultural, as well as an interfaith, event, as the buffet featured both American and
Indian food. Music for the ritual was provided by Rev. Kathy Riegelman and Larry Beekman. The evening
commenced with tours of the Hindu Temple and closed with an excellent short program of traditional Indian

dance by Nritya.

Additional photos of the event and Barb’s speech appear below in this issue.



Victor Roy Gugliuzza
December 22, 1921 — June 29, 2011

Victor Gugliuzza was a long-time supporter, r
volunteer and early member of Cultural
Crossroads.  Shown here at the first Cultural
Conversations (Victor is wearing his favorite
Greek fisherman’s cap), Victor enjoyed cultural
programs, international dancing, and all forms of
artistic expression. Victor was an artist, as well
as a dancer and a student of cultures. His
memorial service in October drew friends from
across the city. He will be missed.

EXPRESSING VISIONS OF PEACE

Ten years ago, on November 7, 2001, in response to the events of 9/11, Cultural Crossroads presented an
evening forum entitled Making Sense of It: A Community Gathering, A Foundation for the Future, which
included presentations by leaders from throughout the nonprofit, governmental and business communities,
designed to bring together a diverse representation of our cultures, faiths and community. The 2001 event
opened with a reception and music by world-class musician Gerald Trimble and ended with music by
Terpsicore Folk Orchestra and Dances of Universal Peace, led by members of the Shining Heart Community of
Kansas City.

In response to the 10" anniversary of 9/11, Cultural Crossroads presented a follow-up forum event on
November 6, 2011, also at All Souls UU Church. The 2011 event, entitled Ten Years Later — A Community
Gathering Renewed, features some of the original presenters and some additional presenters.  The 2011
event combined art and music with well -considered commentary to provide an evening of reflection and hope.

During the pre-forum reception, participants had the opportunity to
enjoy refreshments and beautiful cello music by Dylan Cochran
while viewing the future from the perspective of fourteen faith
traditions. The multifaith exhibit Ten Years After 9/11: Walking the
Path to Peace and Security was installed in Bragg Auditorium for a
week-long showing, both before and after the November 6 event.
The multifaith art project is a program of the American Friends
Service Committee and the Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council
and appeared in several locations across the city during the last
quarter of the year. The story of the project and a link to images of
the entire project can be found on the American Friends Service Committee website at
http://www.afsc.org/story/walking-path-peace-and-security.

Well-known local vocalist Kris Kriner opened the evening with the Sufi “Call to Prayer” and closed with the
Vedic Blessing Song “Twamava Maattaa” as reminders to all participants of the sacred nature of the quest for
peace. Each of the forum presenters shared their perspective on “lessons learned” and revelations acquired
and societal changes observed during the 10-year period since the events of September 11, 2001.



The evening presentations included: Sufi "Call to Prayer" presented by Kris Kriner, Mary McCoy, Cultural
Crossroads, Robert Bacic, Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council, Rev. Jennifer Brooks, All Souls UU Church,

Rev. Vern Barnet, founder of CRES and originator of the
Interfaith Council, Shakil Haider, Midland Islamic Council,
Pam Peck, Christian Science practitioner and GKCIC
member, Dave Pack, Clerk of the AFSC, Kansas City
Program Committee, Susan Choucroun, GKCIC Jewish
member, Barb McAtee, GKCIC Baha'i member, Michael
Tabman, Kansas City Hate Crimes Task Force, Rev. Kathy
Riegelman, GKCIC Unitarian Universalist member, and
Vedic Blessing Song "Twamava Maattaa" presented by
Kris Kriner

The forum presenters, representing a cross-section of faith
and activist activities, offered suggested “steps” along the
Path to Peace, which were displayed during the event (and
listed here — see text box). In addition, those in attendance
were provided with copies of “50 Ways to Build World
Peace” which was created by Laurie Phillips of Dorset,
England, and posted online to be forwarded around the
world. Go to http://peace.ndk.biz/50waystopeace.html
to download a copy — and forward it!

The speakers afen Years Lateoffered simple
acts that each person can take which W
contribute to a peaceful society:

Awareness (Mary McCoay)

Remembering Imaginatively (Robert Bacic)
Faithful Listening (Rev. Jennifer Brooks)
Exploratorium (Rev. Vern Barnet, CRES)
Outreach to Your Neighbor (Shakil Haider)
The Golden Rule (Pam Peck)

Volunteer to work with peace group (Dave Pack
Protect our Earth (Susan Choucroun)

Look for pretext for Peace (Barb McAtee)
Fight back peacefully (Michael Tabman)
Know your heart (Rev. Kathy Riegelman)

The event was co-sponsored by All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church and the Greater Kansas City Interfaith
Council and was a listed event with the annual Festival of Faiths.

AN EVENING OF SHARING

The 27" Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Ritual Dinner on November 20, 2011, was the scene of interfaith and multicultural
sharing. The 2011 event took place at the Hindu Temple and Cultural Center, featuring décor, food, and dance from
India, as well as the well-known ritual of the American Thanksgiving story.



Following are the remarks of CC Director Barb McAtee, as she accepted the 2011 Vern Barnet Interfaith Service Award,
sharing with those in attendance her insights from a lifetime of interfaith and multicultural work. This article also contains
photos from the evening.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart!

Thanksgiving is my favorite time of the year! We truly have much to be thankful for! 1
always look forward to this beautiful Interfaith Thanksgiving Ritual Dinner. Vern
Barnet has truly blessed us by establishing this tradition. | am grateful that the
Alliance of Divine Love has continued the tradition.

| am also deeply grateful for being chosen for the Vern Barnet interfaith service
award. Vern has been a source of inspiration to me since the founding of the Kansas
City Interfaith Council in 1989. | have to say that during these past 22 years, scores of people have worked as hard or
harder than | to bring interfaith programs to Kansas City. So | am also deeply humbled by their examples.

| would like to mention other groups and individuals who have inspired me in this journey. First,
my mother. She was never really interested in religion, attending church services only for
weddings and funerals.

But | recall one conversation she had with a Presbyterian minister (of the old, rigid John Knox,
Scottish variety—unlike our dear Dr. Menielly, a much more liberal minister of the Village
Presbyterian Church.) The minister, who stopped at the house one day, when | was about 5 or 6
years old, asked my mother if | had been christened. Mother said, yes, in the Unity Church
(where my grandmother was a member.)

The minister said, “well, we don't really recognize that as an official Christian rite,” and he said he
thought she should be concerned about my soul, should | die. My mother responded that she "

only allowed the christening because my father’'s mother insisted. But she really did not believe in chrlstenmg at all. She
said she believed that | should decide for myself what | believed when | was older, and that she could not do that for me!

| don’t think my mother realized what an impact that had on my mind. | never forgot that | had an important decision to
make when | was older. And | never forgot the intolerance of that minister.

As mentioned, my paternal grandmother was a member of Unity for more than 50 years, She had a bookcase containing
holy writings from many faiths. When | was young, she would send me Wee Wisdom and some children’s books
published by Unity. | was an avid reader and read them all from cover to cover. She also took me to Sunday School from
time to time.

On the Sundays when | did not stay with her, | would walk to the nearest church and attend their services. Back then
parents were not overly concerned about letting school age children walk around town. As long as they knew where | was
going, it was fine with them. | went because | was curious and had a yearning for something | could not explain. Deep
down | felt a connection to the divine, but did not know what that really meant.

When | visited Grandmother as an adolescent, | would look through the
bookcase and select books to borrow. In addition to the Holy Bible and many
Unity texts, | also read Black Elk Speaks, the Zin-d-Vesta, the Tao-te-Ching,
the Bhagavad Gita, the Tibetan Book of the Dead, the Holy Quran, even the
Book of Mormon. Looking back, | can't say | understood them, but | enjoyed
the language and the mystery they conveyed. My grandmother and | would
sit and talk for hours about what she called the “metaphysical.”

In 9" grade, our social studies class focused several weeks on world religions.

¥ That summer, my interest piqued by that class, | began to read various books
on comparatlve rellglon Then that fall, in 1962, | also learned about the Baha'i Faith from a fellow student, and became a
lifelong student of the teachings of the prophet/founder of the Faith, Baha'ullah.

He taught that all of the holy prophets who preceded him brought progressive revelation to mankind, revealing the same
core values in a cultural voice that would be understood by the particular civilization in which they lived. In addition to the



spiritual enlightenment they brought, they also brought social teachings that were relevant for that time period, to raise
civilization to a new level spiritually and materially.

Baha'u’llah taught that we should revere all the holy books, and honor their followers. He said, “Consort with the followers
of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.” He also said:

The purpose of religion as revealed from the heaven of God's holy Will is to establish unity and concord amongst the
peoples of the world; make it not the cause of dissension and strife. The religion of God and His divine law are the most
potent instruments and the surest of all means for the dawning of the light of unity amongst men. The progress of the
world, the development of nations, the tranquility of peoples, and the peace of all who dwell on earth are among the
principles and ordinances of God. Religion bestows upon man the most precious of all gifts, offers the cup of prosperity,
imparts eternal life, and showers imperishable benefits upon mankind. (Baha'u'llah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, pp. 129-130)

A Baha'i meeting held in Overland Park in the fall of 1962 was the first racially integrated meeting | ever attended. At that
time, Johnson County was still pretty much segregated—except for the City of Merriam, which was ahead of its time in
integrating its schools. | lived in what | called the cultural wasteland of Johnson County, Kansas in the 1960’s.

Then in 1964, | attended my first interfaith gathering. The National Council of Christians and Jews (now known as the
National Conference for Community and Justice) held a conference in Kansas City for high school students. As | recall, it
was held at the Bishop Ward High School. That was my first experience inside a Catholic school and the first time |
observed a Catholic Mass. | was truly amazed that the Catholic Diocese was supporting this event. They gained my
deep respect, as did NCCJ, for their decades of interfaith programs, and their dedication to opposing defamation of any
faith.

The conference leaders asked each high school to send representatives. | went as a
representative of Shawnee Mission West High School. The topic was mostly about racial
justice. | was intrigued that a national organization composed of people of different faiths
was leading this effort to educate high school students. | returned to school and made
presentations about what | had learned-- before as many classes as possible and also
wrote about it in the school newspaper.

In addition, as a member of the school newspaper staff, | was assigned to write feature
stories. So | began a series about the holiday traditions of various faiths.

Looking back, | see that all of those experiences were pivotal. They opened my eyes to
the possibilities of a better world and my role within it. And my purpose in sharing this tonight, is so that we do not
underestimate the importance of what we are doing in these interfaith gatherings. We never know who might become
inspired to learn more, and what that will lead to. At the very least, we can hope that those who participate in interfaith
dialogue leave equipped with knowledge that will make them better citizens and better able to intervene to stop prejudice
when it is expressed in their midst.

| can also share that whenever interfaith opportunities presented themselves later in my life, | eagerly participated. They
were few and far between, and usually sponsored by the Baha'i community in which | lived. Once a year in January, for
example, we would celebrate World Religion Day and invite religious leaders of all faiths to join us. We also celebrated
Race Unity Day in June and again invited leaders of other faiths to participate.

While living in Manhattan, Kansas in the late 70’s and early 80’s, more opportunities developed. Perhaps because it was
a college town, and perhaps because interfaith awareness was becoming more prevalent, the Baptist Student Union at K-
State sponsored an interfaith book club, which I truly enjoyed. | began to see possibilities for future interfaith activities.

Then when | moved back to this area in the late 80’s, | began to attend a few
hit and miss activities sponsored by the Interfaith Peace Alliance, began
getting the CRES newsletter, and those early seeds began to take root and to
flower. In 1992, the Baha'is of the World celebrated a Holy year. (It was only
the second Holy Year held since the beginning of the Faith in 1844.) It was
held to commemorate the 100" anniversary of the Ascension of Baha'u’llah—
that is His passing from this earthly plane.

During that time, Baha'is were asked to set personal goals and make a
pledge to carry them out. One of the goals | set was to form an interfaith




organization at KU Med, where | worked. | envisioned that it would be a time to gather during lunch and share our beliefs.
That pledge fermented in my mind until 1994, when | approached two other Baha'is working at KU Med. They liked the
idea, so we contacted the hospital chaplains. They agreed to sponsor us as a campus organization.

Some of you were regular speakers at our weekly meetings: Vern Barnet, of course, Pam Peck, Gary Langston, Rauf Mir,
Lama Chuck, Anand Battacharya, Karta Purkh Khalsa, and Barbara Gay were among our frequent guest speakers. The
Dept. of Nursing Services and the School of Nursing immediately began using our meetings as a resource in patient care.
The Diversity Office of the University formally adopted us and still provides interfaith programming for students and
employees, even after the original members like Ken Gross and | retired.

Those meetings were the happiest moments of my employment at KU. They reminded me of ‘Abdul-Baha’s words:
"Every meeting which is organized for the purpose of unity and concord will be conducive to changing strangers into
friends, enemies into associates..." And that has been my experience as a member of the Greater Kansas City Interfaith
Council and a member of Cultural Crossroads.

Even as a single leaf falling into water creates ripples, so do our words and
actions. There is no doubt that what we are doing affects not only our
immediate circle of acquaintances, but the entire world.

| agree with what Chief Arvol Looking Horse of the Lakota, Dakota and
Nakota Nations, and as the 195th Generation Keeper of the Sacred White
Buffalo Calf Pipe said: Each of us is put here in this time and this place to
personally decide the future of humankind. Did you think the Creator would
create unnecessary people in a time of such terrible danger? Know that you
yourself are essential to the world.

In a world where terroism has led to misunderstandings about the true nature of religion, many people have become
entrenched in religious fundamentalism of one kind or another, or they have the opposite reaction by rejecting religion
altogether.

Today we continue to experience genocide and ecocide around the globe. While some people may be more enlightened
these days, it sometimes seems that they are powerless to stop the juggernauts of corporate and national interests,and
the purveyors of hate who often use religion as a pretext to perpetrate terrible acts.

Yet, grass roots movements are growing around the world, as people discover the power of unified action to resist
tyranny, poverty, and ignorance. It is why | work so hard in the interfaith movement. Regardless of your attitude toward
religion, who can deny that it is not just ideal, but absolutely necessary for people of every religion to recognize their
common roots, to learn about other faiths, to respect the right of other individuals to believe as their conscience directs
them, and to stand up for the rights of every person, regardless of their beliefs. Religious competency has become as
important today as cultural competency in our global society.

You don't have to change the hearts of every recalcitrant hater. You begin with a few, and the movement grows until a
critical mass of public opinion demands to be heard. (Like the anti

slavery movement in the 19" century, racial integration in the 1960's,

feminism in the 1970’s and so on.

When a large enough proportion of Muslims, Christians, Jews, Baha'is,
Buddhists, Hindus, pagans, Sikhs, Sufis, and even atheists speak out
against fundamental radicalism, terrorism, genocide, human rights
abuses, war, and ecocide (the destruction of the environment), we will
have significant change. Even though they might be a minority of the
population at first, when critical mass is reached, institutional changes
can be made. Then the reluctant majority will eventually recognize the
need for the changes.



As Robert F Kennedy once said: Each time a person stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, they send
forth a tiny ripple of hope...These ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and
resistance.”

And, as Bill Tammeus has said, If combating racism and promoting civil rights was the most important American cause of
the 20th century, interfaith understanding and harmony may rise to or near the top of the most important issues to be
faced in the 21st."If Americans degenerate into sectarian violence -- as has happened in many countries of the world -- we
are finished as a society. If, however, we can find a way of living in peace even though we have profound religious
differences, we can be a model for the world." (Thank you Bill, for those wise words!)

They express why | am dedicated to interfaith action. And | echo Vern Barnet's belief that Kansas City has become a
model for the nation as a center for interfaith activity.

| want to say thank you to my family and friends for supporting me every step of the way—and especially to my faith
community, and especially my Alternates. | could not do this without their help. Fran Otto, Ken Gross, Loree Gross, Toni
Pike, Julie Cole (who is redoing our council website), and her son Graysun, who participated with the Kansas City
Interfaith Youth Alliance.) | would like to thank each of you for coming tonight, to thank the Hindu Temple for hosting this
wonderful event, and the Alliance of Divine Love for organizing it. Thank you, each of you, from the bottom of my heart.

And now, | would leave you with these thoughts:
SAVE THE DATE

During this time of thanksgiving, let us acknowledge with gratitude the
blessings and privileges we have been given, without necessarily
earning them; and let us reach out with compassion to those who are
less fortunate.

A Kansas City tradition, the Annual
Interfaith Thanksgiving Ritual Dinner shares
the American experience within the context
of our pluralistic society and takes place on

] ] ] ] the Sunday before Thanksgiving in various
Baha'ullah admonished us with these words, The poor in your midst are venues throughout the metropolitan area.

my trust; guard ye my trust. He also said, Tell the rich of the midnight|| Save the date on your calendar and watch
sighing of the poor, lest heedlessness lead themtive path of destruction|| the Cultural Crossroads website and

and deprive them of the Tree of Wealth. publications for information about the 2012
dinner.

All of the holy prophets have reminded us of our duty to help those in

need. Itis a core belief of every faith. (Thank you .)

CULTURAL CROSSROADS PROGRAMS
Start 2012 with a “new year” program

As 2011 draws to a close, we look back on a very full year of
programs, thanks in large part to the grant from Francis Family
Foundation, which provided support for two of our most popular
programs [Hello, World! and Is This Your New Year?] which have
been presented to intergenerational audiences across the
metropolitan area, from Johnson County, Kansas, to Excelsior
Springs, Missouri. In addition, Cultural Crossroads produced
other interactive programs and exhibits exhibits across the area
and disseminiated both print and electronic publications.

The next scheduled program (Is This Your New Year?) is at the
Plaza Library on Friday, January 6, 2012, during a Friday Family Fun Night. Call the Plaza Library at 816-701-
3481, ext. 3 to enroll for this interactive, intergenerational evening and take home your own multicultural crafts.



... happiness, a society of
peace, and best wishes of the
season....whateveyour

winter holiday!

Cultural Crossroads, Inc.
[ #

Visit our website at www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org to:

Read past issues of our newsletter Llke our Facebook Page Be a volunteer

Donate through the Greater Kansas City Community Fo  undation or Facebook Causes

Cultural Crossroads, Inc.

3605 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Independence, MO 64052
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