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Mark your calendars for the second Thursday of each month in 2010
Cultural Conversations returns to the Plaza Library in 2010, with a
year-long series of multicultural programs which will explore the
diversity of our community and provide a basis for understanding
and communication across the cultures within our society.

Each Cultural Conversations program will be presented on the
second Thursday of the month from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Plaza
Library, 4801 Main Street, Kansas City, MO, in the large meeting room.

A listing of the year’s programs, with descriptions, specific dates and presenters
appears on Page 2 of this issue and on our website. Check our website at
http://www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org/Special Events.html for updated information.
As always, the object of Cultural Conversations is to enhance true communication
and promote the ability of all peoples to join together to form a better world and a

more peaceful society.

Record number of volunteers add
fun to fundraising event

The benefit bookfair held at Barnes & Noble on
the Plaza on Saturday, October 17, was a
fantastic success for several reasons: we had
the opportunity to publicize our mission, we
raised money for our programs and we enjoyed
the talents and camaraderie of over 40 on-site
volunteers in an exciting day that included
dancing, storytelling, live theater, religious
discussions and language lessons. We also
handed out flyers publicizing the Cultural
Conversations series beginning in January. See
below for photos of the event.

Cultural Crossroads sends our thanks to the
great staff at Barnes & Noble and all our
volunteers (see article in this issue). Look for us
next year at Barnes & Noble — we will hold
another bookfair on Saturday, May 1, 2010 at
the Plaza location.

Sunday, April 25, 2010

An innovative program comes to Kansas City in
April, 2010, as Cultural Crossroads and the
Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council join to
sponsor Table Talk. A small group of 8-10
persons meet to enjoy an intimate dinner party
in a private home, and hold dialogue, with a
trained facilitator, on the topic of the effect of
religious and cultural differences on our lives.

There is no charge for this program and dinner
parties will meet in various sections of the city.

Reservations  are
open from February |
20 to March 20,
2010. To sign up as
a Guest, Host or
Facilitator, contact
Shannon Clark at = .
shannon@kcinterfaith.org or 913-548-2973 All
facilitators will receive free training prior to the
event date.




CULTURAL CONVERSATIONS - 2010

A different topic of multicultural interest will be
program will be held on the second Thursday of the

Library, 4801 Main Street, Kansas City, MO.

January 14: "Code Words"

What is a “code word” and is it an actual word or the
context? How do we know if we are using them — or
if someone else is? How do we get past language to
real communication? Lewis Diuguid, leading
columnist and member of the Editorial Board of The
Kansas City Star, leads a discussion of code words
and brings a focus to what we really say when we
talk. Among panelists joining Mr. Diuguid will be
Mary O’Halloran of KCPT’s Ruckus.

February 11: Cultural Journey

Michael Bradley, who lived in Japan for seventeen
years and is married to a Japanese woman, will
share his and his family's multicultural experiences
on living in two cultures.

March 11 - Spring Holidays

Spring is universally acknowledged as “beginning”
and “new birth” in many cultures. A diverse panel will
present the meaning and history of spring holidays
and holy days, including Equinox, Naw Ruz,
Passover, and Easter.

April 8: Cultural Journey

Lily Stomboly, who was born in Armenia and lived in
Russia before emigrating to the United States, will
share her experiences on living in such diverse
cultures.

May 13: "Health and Healing"

Pam Peck, Christian Science practitioner and At-
Large Member of the Greater Kansas City Interfaith
Council, will lead a discussion of health and healing
from a cultural perspective.

June 10: "The Effects of Culture in Education”

A panel of diverse educators from different teaching
systems (public education, private schools, home-
schooling, community education, and European
educational systems) will discuss the effect of the
educational system on the culture, as well as the
effects of various cultures on how children learn.

July 8: "All in the Family"

While the family is the core of every culture, the role
of the family varies from culture to culture. The
cultural position of the family influences how each
family member interacts with society. Panelists of

presented each month during 2010. Each
month, from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, at the Plaza

different cultures and faith traditions, from urban and
rural backgrounds, will provide context for the role of
family.

August 12: "Reading & Rhythm"

This will be a fun, family-oriented event for the end of
summer with school coming soon. Reading &
Rhythm is a favorite Cultural Crossroads program
which includes reading multicultural stories and then
teaching dances from those countries.

September 9: "Talk to the World"

Wondering what language to study? Get ready for a
trip to different countries? All languages express the
same concepts -- just knowing a few simple courtesy
phrases provides a “bridge” to people of other
cultures. Experience a taste of common phrases
and basic counting from various languages, to
provide a base for further language exploration and
study and to give you a comfort level in multicultural
situations.

October 14: "Observances of Death”

Death is the one absolute commonality shared
among cultures and observances of death and the
passing of the generations hold primary importance
in the calendar of most cultures. Harvest time has
traditionally been the time to also mark the passage
of human years and lives. Explore observances
which include Halloween, Samhain (Celtic “new
year”), Dia de Los Muertos (“Day of the Deed”), and
similar observances from other cultures.

November 11: "Fremont, U.S.A."

This acclaimed movie about Fremont, California, one
of the most culturally and religiously diverse towns in
the country, follows the experiences of its citizens, as
they learn about each other and find ways to live and
grow together.

December 9: Winter Holidays

So many cultures have important holidays and holy
days during this time of the year...and most of them
include the concept and ritual of "light" as an integral
part of the celebration.

(Programs are subject to change. Check our website
for updates about the panelists and programs.)



— Dave Alexander

Readers of One World will remember Dave Alexander as the Cultural
Conversations presenter of “Unwitting Transgressions in a Multicultural World” in
February, 2008. His teaching career includes schools in Ethiopia, Pakistan, and
Indonesia. After several years stateside, teaching at a private school in Kansas
City, Missouri, Dave is once again teaching overseas and is presently in Kobe,
Japan. His background as educator, storyteller and traveler and his enthusiasm for people give
him an open perspective on all cultures and places, which he shares on his website
http://web.me.com/dmateller. As do most urban areas in today’s global village, Kobe includes

citizens from all cultures and nationalities.

Question: Is Christmas & Chanukka other versions of Diwali?

The timing of this favorite of Indian holidays varies like a lot of Jewish & Muslim holidays, with
the phases of the moon. Easter is the only holiday in the Christian world that varies in the same
way. Diwali is sometimes mistakenly called, “The Hindu Festival of Lights.” It is a lot more than
that. It runs for around five days, strangely similar to Chanukka, which is also called the Jewish
Festival of Lights [more than likely also a mistaken assumption], has a religious connection to
the Hindu interpretation of the divine, brings families together for an exchange of gifts and
prayers of devotion, and low and behold, lots of candles, strings of lights, and the all important
feasting.

We don’t call Christmas the Festival of Lights, but that is where the dissimilarity ends. All you
see in neighborhoods throughout the Northern Hemisphere during the month of December are
strings of lights outlining homes and winter vegetation. Coincidence? I'll let the more broad-
minded of you think on that one, but remember the Hindus were the first, in chronological order,
of today’s five major religious traditions.

In Kobe, there is one tradition associated with this holiday that has remained a part of the Indian
community here for many years. | don’t know much about its origins, but maybe someone will
enlighten me? It is a, “Sports Day,” for as many Kobe families of Indian origin, Indian heritage,
or Indian connections like a marriage, that can attend. They maybe the odd Gaijin that stumbles
in with a camera hoping to bond with a few of his students he is having trouble reaching in the
classroom. Actually, | can smell Nan & curry for miles!

Really, | was at school for another reason, but when someone at the gathering said the Nan
would be out in about three hours, my camera and | decided to wait it out and have some fun
meeting the people and capturing a lot of really great people having an extraordinarily good
time.

-DA

The occasional feature Personal Perspective offers a view of another culture through the eyes of a member of that
culture or a traveler to another land. Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily the view of
Cultural Crossroads or the One World staff.




Thanks to everyone who helped at the Cultural Crossroads Benefit Fair on October 17, 2009, at Barnes
& Noble on the Plaza. Audiences throughout the store enjoyed dance and theater performances,
storytelling and interfaith dialogue. One person commented that he thought it was the “best day ever at
Barnes & Noble” and said he had tried to attend most of the presentations throughout the store. The
efforts of so many volunteers provided continuous entertainment throughout the day and throughout the
store. What a wonderful way to share knowledge and cultural awareness!

Blue River Community College Theatre
Michael Bradley

Marlena Boggs

Valencia Broadus

Rushdy el-Ghusein

Sue-Ellen Flescher

Barbara Gay

Vivian Hartzler Hunt

Kris Krishna

Anne Mahoney

Barb McAtee

Greg McCoy

Mary McCoy

Mid-USA Falun Dafa Association
Sharon & Timmy Mitchell

Abdul Soban Muhammed

Noelle Seufert

Rev. Lee “Stumbling Deer” Slusher
Mike Sondgeroth

Tikva Israeli dance troupe

Judith Twitchell

Ron Ulrich

Voices of the Ancients

World Folk Dancers

Kevin Worley

Scroll down to see some photos of this fun and info rmative event.
(Thanks also to photographer Michael Bradley.)
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CC staff maintained a “meet-and-greet” table with information and flyers about Cultural Crossroads and,
with cooperation of the Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council, displayed books and information about
“Religions of the World” in the coffee shop. .



Members of the Mid-USA Falun Dafa Society demonstrated Falun Dafa techniques and crafted origami
lotus blossoms, which were handed out to Barnes & Noble patrons as they entered the store.

Members of Tikva Israeli Dance Troupe entertained patrons with a performance and also encouraged
audience patrticipation in learning dances.

The young thespians of the Blue River Community College Theater have talents that range from
children’s theater to Shakespearian soliloquies.



Dancing and storytelling were audience favorites: Sharon and Tim Mitchell shared Scandanavian and
French folk dancing, Vivian Hartzler Hunt provided both storytelling and audience participation dancing,
and Marlena Boggs combined storytelling with interactive coloring.

Representatives on behalf of the Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council presented “Religions of the
World” which included information on various religions and the opportunity for dialogue.

Cultural Crossroads volunteers conducted an interactive language lesson in “Talk to the World” — an
innovative presentation of multiple languages in one session. (Look for “Talk to the World” in 2010 as
both a Cultural Conversations program and a Communiversity class.)

The indigenous music of Voices of the Ancients. (Events not pictured include a Native cedar flute
performance by Stumbling Deer and a presentation of “The World in a Cup” by Judith Twitchell.)
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\,/‘ January — April, 2010

Thursday, Jan 14 Cultural Conversations: “Code Words” Plaza Library
Monday, Feb 1 “Talk to the World” Communiversity Class (see catalogue)
Thursday, Feb 11 Cultural Conversations: “Cultural Journey” Plaza Library
Tuesday, Feb 16 “Head-to-Toe” exhibit (runs for two weeks) Blue Ridge Library
Saturday, Feb 20 Reservations open for Table Talk (see Page 1 article)
Thursday, March 11 Cultural Conversations: Spring Holidays Plaza Library
Saturday, March 20 Last date for reservations for Table Talk (see Page 1 article)
Thurday, April 8 Cultural Conversations: “Cultural Journey” Plaza Library
Sunday, April 25 Table Talk dinner and dialogue various locations

See the article on Page 2 for more information about all Cultural Conversations programs.

Go to our website at http://www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org/Newsletters.html to read past issues of the
One World newsletter and to see photos from past programs and festivals.

Call or email if you can volunteer and be part of the fun! Cultural Crossroads offers opportunities for
involvement as volunteers, board or committee members.

Cultural Crossroads offers opportunities for involvement as volunteers, board or committee
members and, as a 501c3 organization, all donations are tax-deductible.

Cultural Crossroads offers opportunities for involvement as volunteers, board or committee
members and, as a 501c3 organization, all donatiomse tax-deductible.

Cultural Crossroads, Inc.
3605 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Independence, MO 64052

816-737-5959

CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com
www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org




