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In 2009, Cultural Crossroads again partners with the Plaza Library to 
encourage communication in our community.  Cultural Conversations has 
been designed as a program offering opportunity for open discussion and 
exchange of ideas on multicultural topics.   Meet and talk with others who 
are interested in cultural dialogue, exchange ideas, and learn about the many 
cultures in our society.     

    Each session is held on a Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm at the Plaza Library 
    at 4801 Main Street, Kansas City, Missouri.  (www.kclibrary.org/plaza) 
  
 
March 15:     "The role of the family" 
The role of the family in personal identity and development 
(and the definition of family) varies from culture to culture and, 
within our broader American society, from subculture to 
subculture.  What is the effect of "family" in today's society and 
how are the different definitions and priorities of "family" 
affecting us?  How does the concept and importance of "family" 
differ from one culture to another? 
  
April 19:        "Teaching our children" 
We are all familiar with the adage "it takes a village to raise a 
child" but what does that mean in practical terms -- and in 
America's diverse society?  Our children learn at home, in 
school, from popular media, and from peer groups.  How does 
the culture in which a child is raised affect the relative 
importance of those various sources?  How do children from 
different cultures relate to each other's knowledge base? 
  
May 17:        "Health and Healing" 
The Kansas City community is in the forefront of recognition of 
the effect of different faith traditions on questions of health and 
healing.   Different cultural traditions also affect how we view 
life and death, physical/mental/emotional health and well-
being, and what options are available and suitable for healing 
purposes.   
  
 

 
Share the stories of your family 
and your culture and learn about 
the similarities and the differences 
with other cultures.   
We are all teachers and we are all 
students – let us learn from each 
other. 
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On October 7, 2008, 
First Lady Laura 
Bush awarded the 
2008 National Medal 
for Museum and Library Service 
to the Kansas City Public Library.  
Presented by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, 
the National Medal is the 
country’s highest honor for 
museums and libraries. The award 
is given in recognition of the 
importance of the library’s 
programs and impact on our 
community.  Congratulations!� 
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When everything looks bleak and the news is filled with gloom, it is the 
time to surge ahead with hope for the future.  Now is the time to bring 
your personal outlook and the outlook of your community into balance.  
We must acknowledge, certainly, that some problems exist, but we can 
counter those problems with positive action and positive outlook. 
Regardless of whether the candidate you voted for won or lost, we are 
entering a new era.  New years – new beginnings of any type – are full of 
possibilities.   Those possibilities can happen through change – change that 
is created by ordinary people.  [One might not think that Andy Warhol and 
Norman Vincent Peale would agree on many philosophical points, but the power of the individual is a 
point of agreement.    Andy Warhol said, “They always say time changes things, but you actually have 
to change them.”  Norman Vincent Peale said, “Change your thoughts and you change the world.”]   
 
Bolstered by that positive approach, we ask you to consider these options…ways you can make a 
difference through your individual action.  The effects of these actions don’t depend on whether a 
majority of the nation joins you – change will occur simply through your decision to act, even in a 
small way, to change the world.   We offer some simple suggestions:   
 

·  help us expand our reach into the community by sending us two names/addresses for our 
mailing list (if you’re reading this on email, forward this newsletter to two friends) 

·  attend one or more of the Cultural Conversations series this spring (see lead article) 
·  volunteer at one of our educational programs (see the Program Calendar at the end of this issue) 
·  suggest a program to your school, church, library (see our website for program descriptions) 
·  check out our “wish list” of “want ads” in this  issue – can you fulfill any of these wishes? 

…or, do you know someone who could?    
·  are you involved in (or know of) an organization that has similar goals (multicultural 

awareness, education, world peace, understanding, diversity respect)?   We seek partnerships 
with like-minded organizations to benefit our mutual goals. 

 
Many cultures have traditions which agree that this is a time of impending global change.  Those 
traditions also agree that such change is not necessarily negative (i.e., not the “armageddon” or “end of 
days” of which Hollywood movies are so fond).  Rather, the predictions are that the world of the future 
will depend on our actions and intentions today.  
 
How can you be a force for change in the world simply by volunteering for a Cultural Crossroads 
program, discussing cultural topics at a library table, or reading books and publications on 
multicultural topics?   The small steps of many individuals join into a march of thousands. Confucius 
said: “When the heart is set right, then the personal life is cultivated; When the personal life is 
cultivated, then the family life is regulated; When the family life is regulated, then the national life is 
orderly; And when the national life is orderly, then there is peace in the world.”   The song says, more 
simply: “Let there be peace on Earth and let me begin with me.”   
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Winter often draws us into ourselves, but, in the midst of darkness and cold, we also move our focus to 
light and life and renewal…the new year brings resolutions and plans.   Whether you follow the solar 
or the lunar calendar in your personal/religious/cultural life, we all follow the international secular 
calendar in our societies.   As you make your plans throughout this new year now beginning, you 
might also keep in mind the various cultural and faith traditions and observances throughout the year.   
 
Just as an example of the richness of our many multiple traditions, look a “capsule” look at December, 
2008, and January, 2009 (note: dates may vary, depending upon calendar…also, be conscious that 
many traditions consider the day to begin at sundown or at a particular moon phase): 
 
 

 
 

2008 
 
8   Buddhism  Bodhi Day – celebration of Siddhartha Gautama’s  
      attainment of enlightenment, in the Mahayana   
      tradition 
    
12   Baha’i Faith  Masa’il (first day of month meaning “questions”) 
 
16   Mexican culture  Posedas Novidenas (first of 9-day festival   
      preceding Christmas 
 
21   Pagan/indigenous Winter Solstice (also called “Yule”) 
 
   Shintonism  Tohi-taisai (end of the yin period of the sun and   
      beginning of the yang period) 
 
   Judaism  Chanukah/Hanukkah  -- Festival of Lights (first   
      day of 8-day festival)  
 
25   Christian  Christmas 
 
26   Zoroastrianism  Anniversary of the death of Zarathustra 
 
   African-American Kwanzaa (first day of  7-day festival celebrating   
      cultural heritage) 
 
29   Islam   Al-Hijira (first day of the month of Muharram and  
      the beginning of the Islamic New year –    
      commemorates the migration of the Prophet from  
      Mecca to Medina) 
 
31   Secular calendar New Year’s Eve 
 
   Zoroastrianism  Ghambar Maidyarem (first of 5-day festival   
      celebrating creation of animals) 
 
   Baha’i Faith  Sharaf (first day of month of “honor”) 



 
 
 
 

2009 
 

 
 
1   Secular calendar  New Year’s Day 2009 
 
5   Sikhism   Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh Ji  
 
6   Christian    Epiphany/Theophany/Armenian Orthodox  
       Nativity celebration 
 
15   Japan    Coming-of-Age Day for young adults 
 
18   Baha’i Faith   Annual celebration of teachings of unity present in 
       all religions 
 
19   United States   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 
26   Eastern cultures   New Year  of the “Year of the Ox” (commonly called 
       “Chinese New Year” but actually celebrated by  
       Chinese, Vietnamese, Koreans, and Buddhists) 
 
 
 
Obviously, this is not an exhaustive list and is presented to both inform you and to intrigue you to 
search further for more information and to be aware constantly of both the diversity of different dates 
of importance in our multicultural world and the commonality of the sense of celebration shared by all. 
 

     
 
 
 

* 
NOTE: Sources for this article include: 
Religions for Peace http://www.religionsforpeaceusa.org/resources/april08.html  
BBC website http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/tools/calendar/ 
Reflections of Joy multifaith calendar (www.multifaithcalendar.org)  

* 
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Want to learn more about the calendars of different cultures and faith traditions?   Following are just a 
few of many sources available on the internet – there are more sources also in your public library...   
and, of course, remember to check the Cultural Information tab on the sidebar of our website at 
http://www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org/culturalinformation.html for more sources of information. 
 
Interfaith calendars include: 

http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/index.htm 
http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Holidays/index.aspx 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/tools/calendar/index.shtml 
http://www.rfpusa.org/resources/nov08.html 

 
Multicultural calendars include: 

http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/MCC/ 
http://www.rochester.edu/diversity/calendar.html 
http://www3.kumc.edu/diversity/ 
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You can find information about local interfaith events on these internet calendars and in the Faith 
section of The Kansas City Star each week: 

http://www.park.edu/interfaith/calendar.aspx 
http://www.kcolivebranch.org/aboutus.html 

NOTE:  Although CRES (the Center for Religious Experience and Study) has previously maintained an 
interfaith calendar at www.cres.org, CRES will discontinue interfaith calendar as of January 1, 2009 
to focus on other goals. 
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You can also learn about the calendars and celebrations of other cultures through the Cultural 
Crossroads program “Is This Your New Year?” (and the soon-to-be-launched program “Cultures and 
Calendars”).    See Our Programs on our website for a program description and see the schedule in this 
issue for the next program presentation.   Book a program for your school, library, church or group.  
Join us as a volunteer or a participant in the next program presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
 

Children and adults enjoyed learning about different cultures and creating Samhain 
(Celtic New Year) masks and Chinese lanterns at the Liberty Branch Library. 
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Do you see yourself here?  Contact Mary McCoy of Cultural Crossroads for these and other exciting 
opportunities.  Call 816-737-5979 or write to culturalcrossroads@hotmail.com or to the address at the 
end of this newsletter. 
 
Board Director:   Be a creative force in our 
plans for the future.  Call or write to discuss a 
plan tailored for you. 
 
Program volunteers: Our staff will facilitate 
the library programs; our volunteers add the 
encouragement needed by all children. 
 
Consultant: Are you retired or thinking about 
retirement? Are you more interested in 
“shifting gears” than “coming to a stop”?   Use 
your long-honed skills and even learn new 
ones! We need consultants in programming and 
planning.     

Financial Planner/Accountant/CPA:  Are 
you a “numbers person”?  Help with 
accounting functions and bookkeeping and 
budget planning for grants. 
 
Websurfers: Do you like to surf the net? Do 
you enjoy “clicking” until you find the answer 
to a question?  You can use your skills and 
your mouse to find fascinating multicultural 
information (our staff will present the 
information in a format for our readers) and 
suitable grants (our staff will handle the 
applications) 
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   When you’re planning your garden and waiting for warmer weather, add  
  these Cultural Crossroads programs to your springtime calendar: 

 
 
March 9 Raytown Library   Display – Head-to-Toe (week-long) 
March 10 North Independence Library  Program - Reading & Rhythm 
March 15 Plaza Library    Cultural Conversations - The Role of the Family 
March 21 Blue Ridge Library   Program - Hello, World! 
April 2  Kearney Library   Program - Is This Your New Year? 
April 19 Plaza Library    Cultural Conversations - Teaching our Children 
May 17 Plaza Library    Cultural Conversations - Health and Healing 
  

Join in one of our “fun” programs – as a volunteer or as a participant! 
All programs are open to all ages.  Call the host library to sign up. 
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Go to our website at http://www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org/Newsletters.html to read past issues of the 
One World newsletter and to see photos from past programs and festivals.  Call or email if you can 
volunteer and be part of the fun! 
 
 
Cultural Crossroads offers opportunities for involvement as volunteers, board or committee members 
and, as a 501c3 organization, all donations are tax-deductible.  
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Cultural Crossroads offers opportunities for involvement as volunteers, board or committee 
members and, as a 501c3 organization, all donations are tax-deductible. 

 
Cultural Crossroads, Inc. 
3605 Blue Ridge Boulevard 
Independence, MO  64052 

 
816-737-5959 

 
CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com 

 
www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


