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While there have been just a couple of public 
programs this summer (see articles on Page 2), 
your Executive Committee has been busy 
“behind the scenes” with long-range planning 
and setting a lot of things in motion for future 
growth. 

 We have been “Check Mark-
Reviewed” by the Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation and approved to have 
our profile posted on the DonorEdge section of 
their website at www.gkccf.org.  This is a 
major step in seeking grants and donations and 
positioning Cultural Crossroads for the future. 
 

 We are now a listed 
organization at www.giveline.com, a new way 
to “Make a Difference When You Shop!”   
Each time you order from the giveline.com 
online store, you receive a competitive price on 
a wide variety of items and you can designate 
Cultural Crossroads to receive a donation based 
on that sale: it’s a win-win-win proposition. 
 
We are now in the process of applying for 
several grants and reviewing the applicability 
of other grant programs. We have also attended 
several seminars to learn new skills to help us 
to continue and to exceed our current level of 
programming and to lay the groundwork for a 
multicultural center. 
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·  Cultural Conversations (see above)�
·  Report on summer events 
·  Calendar of Future Programs    
·  Bhutan Travel Interview (new feature!) 
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The first in an occasional series, “Cultural 
Conversations” on September 12 provides the 
opporunity for an open discussion and an 
exchange of ideas on a multicultural topic.   
Meet and talk with others who are interested in 
cultural dialogue and exchange ideas on 
understanding and learning about the many 
cultures in our society.  Information on future 
activities will also be available. 

*** 
Wednesday, September 12, 2007 

7:00 – 8:30 pm 
Plaza Branch Library 

TOPIC:  “The Positive Power of Traditions” 
*** 
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Planning has already started for the enhanced 
Wings of Peace Award program.  Last year, 
Cultural Crossroads instituted the Wings of 
Peace Award, presented to a person who has 
quietly worked “behind the scenes” to better 
our community, without a great deal of fanfare.   
Nominations were received from across the 
metropolitan area and the winner was chosen 
by a panel of civic and business leaders.  (Read 
about last year’s award ceremony in the 
“Autumn 2006” newsletter on our website.)   
 
The next Wings of Peace Award will combine 
recognition of both community service and 
student achievement.   A competition for award 
design and production is open to high-school-
age artists within the Kansas City area, thus 
(continued on Page 2) 

  



(����� , continued from Page 1) 
 
providing both a unique opportunity for young 
artists and an intergenerational bridge event. 
 
The Wings of Peace task force, co-chaired by 
Sue-Ellen Flescher and Sharon Short Mitchell, 
has already begun the contact identification 
process for student competition.    
 
If you have information on contacting schools 
and eligible students or would like to be involved 
in the task force, write to Sharon and Sue-Ellen 
at culturalcrossroads@hotmail.com.  
 

No time to volunteer?   You can still help! 
Email us if you can receive One World electronically. You 
will help us save postage money and get your newsletter 
quicker and in color, with some extra features. (See this 
electronic issue for photos and information about special 
opportunities.) 
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We are holding a special sale of donated dance 
costumes, clothing and related items for men, 

women, and children – great for 
Halloween, Purim, parties, dances, 
festivals, school events or “dress-up” 
play.  Our showroom is full of fun 

things and will be open by appointment to 
interested parties. Contact us at  816-737-5979 or 
email culturalcrossroads@hotmail.com.   
 
The resale of these items (all of which are in 
good condition and are being sold for really 
good, low prices) will benefit our educational 
programs. 
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TOUR AND DINNER 
On a hot Saturday 
afternoon in the middle of 
June, eleven people 
gathered for a guided tour 
sponsored by Cultural 
Crossroads at the lovely 
Strawberry Hill Museum 

and Cultural Center in Kansas City, Kansas,  
 
The three floors of this beautiful building that are 
open to the public reflect the building’s history 
beginning in 1887 as a private residence, on to its 
next use as a Catholic convent and 
orphanage/children’s home, and lastly as its current 
dedication to the ethnic heritage of Kansas City 
Kansans. 
 
After the 90-minute tour, nine of those individuals 
went around the corner and down the hill to Felitza’s 
Restaurant.  The eatery is located on Strawberry Hill, 
a Croatian community, is owned by a Mexican 
family, and serves superb Italian cuisine. 
 
If you have a suggestion for additional cultural or 
educational outings, please email us at 
culturalcrossroads@hotmail.com, or call Donna at 
913-721-5559. 

“MANY SONGS/ONE VOICE” 
 
Over two dozen people, of various faith traditions, 
races and nationalities, began their month on a “high 
note” by sharing songs, community and the 
occasional story at “Many Songs/One Voice” at All 
Souls UU Church the evening of Sunday, July 1.  
“Many Songs/One Voice” is a new concept in 
interfaith exchange, a participatory event, rather than 
a concert, and was co-sponsored by the Greater 
Kansas City Interfaith Council and Cultural 
Crossroads, Inc. 
 
The songs were from Christian, Pagan, Jewish and 
Native American traditions, as well as ecumenial and 
interfaith songs.  While the words of the lyrics ranged 
from English to African and German to Hebrew, the 
themes were universal: the desire of all peoples for 
peace and Divine blessings.  In keeping 
with the interactive, informal nature of 
the concept, song “requests” came from 
all participants, with several in 
attendance leading their favorite selections. The 
experience was one of comfort and community, 
culminating in a joined-circle rendition of Kumbaya, 
with several extemporaneous verses.  
 
(Article also appears in the Interfaith Newsletter.)



 

 

TRAVEL INTERVIEW :  Bhutan�

By Steve Lebofsky�
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The “cultural interview” is a new feature of “One World” 
and continues the emphasis on first-hand knowledge begun 
with last year’s feature by Cristina Bratu, a teenager in 
Romania.  Our first interview is with Steve Lebofsky 
(known as a leader of Scottish Country dance).  Steve and 
Margita Lebofsky are seasoned world travelers to unique 
destinations and  cultures.    

 
Favorite world destination. Bhutan, a kingdom in 
the Himalaya Mountains�
 
Most memorable sight in Bhutan.  "The Tiger's 
Nest" Buddhist temple built into the side of a cliff 
where the founder of Bhutanese Buddhism is said to 
have entered Bhutan on a flying tiger.�
��

Most unusual experience. 
We were in Bhutan when the 
King's grandmother died. Her 
funeral procession went 
through much of the country 

along a route lined with thousands of people burning 
cedar branches and throwing flowers as it passed. We 
also saw the structure being built where she would be 
cremated. It was extremely elaborate even though it 
would last for only a few days before being 
consumed in flames.�
��
Unusual aspect of this culture. I often hear that no 
country, as a whole, preserves its traditional culture 
better than Bhutan. Very few outsiders were allowed 
to visit it until recently. Until the 1960’s, Bhutan had 
a feudal system where commoners had almost no 
rights. Shabdrung Rinpoche first united it in 1639.  
Later, Bhutan was ruled by unrelated people 
considered his reincarnations, and there were 
recurring periods of political turmoil, until rule by  
hereditary kings in the early 20th Century. Many 
Bhutanese retain traditional beliefs. Their form of 
Buddhism incorporates the ancient Bon religion that 
preceded it. They believe that there is a spirit 
associated with each stream, tree, rock, etc., and that 
they may cause dire trouble if they are disturbed. 
Mountain climbing is not allowed so as not to offend 
the mountain spirits. A nature preserve has been set 
aside for the Abominable Snowman. Our own 
Bhutanese guide shared stories of demons and bad 
dreams and 108 monasteries throughout Bhutan 
miraculously built in one day to pin down a giant, 
invisible reclining demoness.  

The Bhutanese share the Tibetan belief that prayers 
need to be repeated over and over again. They satisfy 
this by spinning prayer wheels, where each spin 
equals one prayer. Some large, stationary prayer 
wheels are turned by the water of streams. Prayer 
flags produce a prayer each time they are blown by 

the wind, so holy sites and windy areas 
often have hundreds of these flags. The 
Bhutanese also believe it worthwhile to 
walk around holy buildings repeatedly.   
Most of the buildings are in traditional 
style with unusually shaped windows, 
even the homes of the poorest people. 
Rooms tend to be very large, with little 

furniture and most activity takes place on the floor. 
The most complex structures are dzong's, 
fortress/monastery complexes hundreds of years old. 
Almost everyone wears traditional clothing all of the 
time. The clothing is made from elaborately woven 
fabric. 
 
Familiar aspect of this culture. The third king was a 
very enlightened man who freed the serfs, created the 
National Assembly, drew up a legal code, and built 
the first roads between cities. The last king built the 
first schools and hospitals, and allowed tourists. He 
also required English to be taught as a second 
language in all of the schools. It's easy to talk with 
young people, not only because they all know 
English, but also because they are extremely friendly. 
We were waved at by almost every young person that 
our bus passed during our tour. Recently the last king 
abdicated to allow his son to be king under a 
constitutional monarchy with a democratically 
elected government. 
 
Favorite “must-see” place. I would suggest visiting 
the dzongs. The Punakha Dzong is the most elaborate 
one. The Trongsa Dzong had the most exotic 
atmosphere. At the Thimphu Dzong we attended the 
annual Tseshu, a multiple-day religious ceremony 
with scores of dancers in colorful costumes attended 
by thousands of local people wearing their fanciest 
clothing. Among the monks at all of the dzongs were 
many adorable child monks. They begin their training 
very early in life. There was even one very young 
child monk playing with a balloon in one of the 
temples. The other monks thought it was perfectly 
natural for a monk of that age and did not interfere. 
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Those persons who attended the benefit sale in 2005 may remember that Cultural 
Crossroads received a donation of dance costumes for resale purposes.  We have now 
received another donation of dance costumes and those items are available for sale.   
Dancers are especially invited to make an appointment to visit our showroom – these 
costumes are perfect for events, parties and everyday dance. 
 
Contact us at culturalcrossroads@hotmail.com or 816-737-5979 if you are interested. 
 

NOTE: these are dance outfits, not authentic costumes from foreign countries.  
Cultural Crossroads has also received some wonderful donations of authentic 
ethnic dress from Ten Thousand Villages and from private collections – all those 
items are reserved for display in the yet-to-be-opened cultural heritage center.   By 
reselling these dance outfits, we are able to preserve the authentic collection for 
display, support our educational programs, and share the joy of these wonderful 
outfits with others. 

============================================== 
 

�����������	�
��������
����
�

This display is a new program for Cultural Crossroads.   It was first shown at the Oak Grove Branch 
Library and quickly became a favorite.   (See the last page of this issue for scheduled displays this year.) 
 
The dolls were displayed by region (Asia and Pacific, Europe, the Middle East and Africa, and the 
Americas) and each regional display contained a sign that identified the region and read:  
  
 

These are not dolls in the “toy” sense, but small soft statues that tell about how people live and dress 
and look in different parts of the world.  Some of the dolls are standing, some are dancing, some are 
working……as people do everywhere.  Enjoy a mini-trip through time and space as you look through  
these display cases.    

 
  

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The cases in this and currently-scheduled displays are the property of the Mid-Continent Public Library 
System.  If you would like to arrange for a similar display in your school or library (and adequate cases 
are available), contact us at culturalcrossroads@hotmail.com.   

 
============================================== 
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Sept 10  (week-long display) Blue Ridge Branch Library Dolls of the World Display 

Sept 12 Wed, 7:00 pm Cultural Conversations  Plaza Branch Library* 

Sept 13 (Thursday, 6:30 pm) Lee’s Summit Branch Library Hello, World!** 

Oct 6     (week-long display) Excelsior Springs Library Dolls of the World Display 

Oct 7 (Saturday, all day) McCoy Park, Independence  Heritage Festival 

Nov 5  (week-long display) Dearborn Library   Dolls of the World Display 

Nov 17 (Saturday, 1:00 pm) Olathe Indian Creek Library Is This Your New Year?** 

Nov 17 (Saturday, 3:00 pm) Olathe Main Library  Is This Your New Year?** 

Dec 10 (week-long display)  Buckner Library   Dolls of the World Display 

 
Stop by any of the week-long “Dolls of the World” displays in libraries throughout the metropolitan 
area (and see photos of past displays in the online version of this newsletter on our website).   

Volunteer opportunities are available and everyone of every age is welcome at all programs. 
 
* See article on Page 1 of this newsletter and our website for information about this new program. 
**Please sign up with the library before these programs or they may be cancelled. 
 
 
======================================================================== 
 
CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com 
www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click on Publications at www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org to read this newsletter online. 


