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SPECIAL EVENT: Sat, June 16 
STRAWBERRY HILL MUSEUM 
����
 
 
 
 
The Strawberry Hill Museum offers a triple thrill: 
…a restored Victorian home, complete with stained 
glass windows and furnishings…a museum of an 
orphanage and multicultural immigration through 
the area…and, in June, a display of local art work. 
 
Cultural Crossroads is offering you the opportunity 
to experience it all.  We have arranged a tour for 
Saturday, June 16.  Our guided tour begins at 3:00 
p.m. at the museum.  All of this for only $6 for 
adults and $3 for children ages 6 - 12.   Just mail us 
a check, of course, telling us how many adults and 
children, along with your email address and we will 
send you an e-ticket (or paper tickets by return mail, 
if you don’t have email)…or, if you see Donna 
Dolinar Stalker, she can sell you traditional tickets. 
 
But wait, there’s more…the day will not end with 
the tour.  For those interested, we will drive a few 
blocks to an Italian restaurant owned by a local 
Mexican family, right on Strawberry Hill!  We will 
order off the menu and they accept both cash or 
credit cards.  Just to be sure, let Donna know by 
Thursday, June 14, if you will be going to the 
restaurant so the owners will know how many to 
expect. 
 
 
Strawberry Hill Museum 
720 N. 4th Street 
Kansas City, KS 66101 
 
 
(4th and Barnett, overlooking I-70, in the heart 
of famous Strawberry Hill ethnic neighborhood) 

 
 

 

DonorEdge Status Report 
 
Spring is here, with its new growth and promise 
of great potential. Cultural Crossroads’ 
Executive Committee has also begun an 
exploration of its own potential.   
 
We have had meetings with representatives of 
the Greater Kansas City Community 
Foundation, the unique entity which connects 
donors and community needs (www.gkccf.org).  
We are in the process of completing a profile 
for DonorEdge. This will not only create 
awareness of our efforts and encourage 
donations from the public in general, but make 
us eligible for grants. 
 
We appreciate the generosity of our friends 
and, with the excitement of our growth of 
programs, dinners and special events, we hope 
to advance even further through this 
opportunity. 
 

======== 
 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

·  “Many Songs/One Voice” – new event! 
·  Report of May General Meeting  
·  Global Music and Instruments 
·  Wedding Customs around the world 
  

 
No time to volunteer?   You can still help! 

Email us if you can receive One World 
electronically. You will help us save postage money 
and get your newsletter quicker and in color, with 
some extra features. (See this electronic issue for 
photos and winning recipe from the International 
Potluck Dinner!) 
 
 
 
 



SPRING TIME IS WEDDING TIME 
Compiled by Donna Dolinar Stalker

 
 As you sift through this season’s 
wedding invitations and choose and wrap your 
presents, you might like to compare current 
American marriage customs with a few 
customs around the globe: 
 
In South Africa, the parents of both bride and 
groom traditionally carried fire from their 
hearths to light a new fire in the newlyweds’ 
hearth.  
A Swedish bride puts a silver coin from her 
father and a gold coin from her mother in each 
shoe to ensure she never has to go without. 
  
On the island of Bermuda, the wedding cakes 
are topped with a tiny sapling. The newlyweds 
then plant the tree in their garden at home, 
where they can watch it grow along with their 
marriage. 
 
In India, the groom’s brother sprinkles flower 
petals on the bridal couple, to ward off evil 
spirits.  
 
A Greek bride may carry a lump of sugar in 
her glove to ensure a sweet life with her 
husband. 

Tossing for luck is a custom in most cultures, 
but the item tossed differs: in America, we toss 
rice (or, more recently, birdseed, bubbles or 
confetti) to ensure future good luck, but Czech 
wedding guests toss peas, French guests throw 
wheat and Scottish guests toss oats. 
 
Color has a strong tie to traditional weddings, 
but the color also differs from culture to 
culture:  In ancient China, red was the color of 
love and joy.  White was the color of choice in 
Japan even before Queen Victoria popularized 
it in the West.  In Korea, brides wear bright 
hues of red and yellow to take their vows. 
Brides in Norway often wear the traditional 
bunad of their district.  A Filipino  bride and 
her wedding party will customarily dress in the 
same color to distract attention on the bride 
from any lurking evil spirits.   
 
Different cultures have varied traditions, but 
the elements emphasized in all cultures are 
universal:  love, commitment, and hope for the 
future. 

 
============================= 

NEW IDEAS AND PLANS 
Cultural Crossroads held a public general meeting 
on May 14 at the Plaza Branch Library.  Those in 
attendance held discussion on fund-raising concepts 
and new programming.   
The general meeting coincided with the latest price 
increase in postage. Because Cultural Crossroads 
does not qualify for bulk mailing rates, the cost of 
postage is one of our greatest expense items.   
Several ideas were suggested as a means of raising 
funds specifically for mailing, including seeking 
donations specifically for the cost of postage.  
Discussion was also held about the expanded Wings 
of Peace Award program.  This year, Cultural 
Crossroads plans to provide an opportunity for 
youth involvement by sponsoring a competition 
among high school students to design and produce 
the 2007 award.   

Volunteers are requested for the Wings of Peace 
task force, which will deal with all aspects of the 
program.  Contact us by phone or email to be 
included in the Wings of Peace Award task force. 
 

BE A “STAMP BUDDY” 
 

Are you tired of dealing with all those outdated 
stamps of different denominations?  Hate having 
your envelopes covered in stamps to “use up” the 
old ones?  Put all those old stamps in an envelope 
and mail them to Cultural Crossroads and we’ll use 
them to defray our postage costs.  Or, next time you 
buy stamps, buy a book or two for Cultural 
Crossroads, also.  You can help us spread the word 
of cultural understanding! 
  
  



ORIGINS OF EARLY MUSIC AND MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
By Louise Baggett with Karen Major 

 
One evening as we listened to the delightful 
music of the Boston Pops Orchestra at an 
outdoor concert on the shores of the Charles 
River, it brought to mind how important rhythm 
and music are to all humanity. 
 
Archeologists have discovered drawings on cave 
walls of groups of people apparently in dance 
positions, indicating an ability in early history to 
create and appreciate music.  Similar drawings 
and flute-like instruments are known to be 
connected to the Greek theater around 500 B.C. 
 
Materials in nature, such as beeswax, were 
carved to make an ocarina-like instrument by the 
Iawa tribe of the upper Amazon.  The shofar is a 
ram’s horn trumpet used by the early Hebrews 
and still in use today in synagogues and temples.  
Other early flute-like instruments, made from the 
wing bones of birds, have been found in 
archaeological sites around the world and 
developed into the modern reed instruments:  
piccolo, flute, clarinet, and the oboe and bassoon. 
   

Alpine horns, about six feet 
long and rested on the 
ground, developed into the 
French horn when it was 
found that a 

similar sound could be produced if 
the length of the horn was wound 
into a circle. 
 
Drums were a very important part of rhythm and 
each culture seems to have their own preference.  

The bodhran, which has an animal 
skin stretched over a simple wooden 
frame, was used in Ireland, while the 
dumbek, a drum shaped like an 

hourglass, was used in Turkey.  In Africa, the 
traditional talking drum could be 
made to vary its tone by squeezing.  
 
The drum has more variation 
among cultures than any other 

instrument, from a child’s toy to the wonderful 
timpani (kettle drum) and cymbals of the 
symphony orchestra, to the drums used in swing, 
jazz, and rock music.   

 
People across cultures had the ability and found 
the time to create other forms of music. Stringed 
instruments are one such 
example.  When people 
killed small animals for 
meat, nothing was wasted.  
The skins were used for 
warmth, while the bones 
might be used for rhythm or wind instruments.  It 
was eventually discovered that when the 
intestines were cleaned and dried, they could be 
stretched across a hollow wood shell and 
strummed, or plucked to produce a musical tone.  
It was also found that different pitches could be 
produced by tightening or loosening the animal 
material.  This knowledge eventually led to the 
development of the lute, lyre, harp, and primitive 
bowed instruments. 
 
In many countries, less sophisticated, traditional 
instruments are still played.  In particular are the 
instruments found in the tamburitza of the 

Balkans, comprised of string 
instruments in the same 
range as the violin, viola, 
cello and bass of the modern 
orchestra.   
 
 

In a brief way, we have tried to show that we 
have always needed music and rhythm and have 
brought it with us through all history.  The 
universal desire for rhythm and music has led to 
the development of the sophisticated music and 
instruments we enjoy today. 
 
Do you have an interest in or special knowledge of cultural 
phenomena that you would like to share with our readers?  
Contact us by mail or email. Don’t want to actually write 
an article?  No problem – our  editorial staff will work  
with you to produce an article in collaboration with you. 
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Cultural Crossroads and the Unitarian Folk Dancers joined for an international potluck dinner at 
All Souls UU Church.  The potluck buffet included foods from around the globe, recipes 
drawings for prizes (see winning recipe below), dancing and good fellowship. 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  
  
 

 
 
 
 
Photography by Steve Stalker 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Sweet Stuffed Dates 
(simple Mediterranean treat) 

 
Makes 80 individual bite size portions 
 
Ingredients: 20 fresh medium-size dates - in season 
   (approximately 1 pound) 
 
   80 shelled pecan halves 
   (approximately ½ pound) 
 
   4 ounces confectioners powdered sugar 
 
First, quarter the dates as follows: 
Make 1 cut lengthwise, remove the pit, then 1 cut crosswise 
to get 4 pieces out of each date 
 
Then, spread open each piece, insert a pecan half edgewise 
into it and gently fold the date around the nut – molding each  
into a smooth finished shape 
 

a non-sticky work surface (such as wax paper) is best, 
and fingers can be lightly buttered while working with 
the quartered date pieces 

 
Finally,shake or roll the assembled pieces in confectioners 
powdered sugar to coat them thoroughly - repeat again 
after a few minutes for a generous but light outer coating 
 

try using a large plastic bag - pat in the powdered 
sugar, then the date pieces - seal and shake vigorously 

 
Arrange on a bed of powdered sugar and serve while fresh - 
will keep for days, but best immediately after preparation 
 
Enjoy! 
 
- by Phyllis Hansen (chef) 
and Gordon Kauffman (sous-chef) 
 



“Many Songs/One Voice” 
             

 an interfaith event open to the community  
 

Sunday, July 1 – 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
All Souls UU Church, 4501 Walnut, KCMO 

����
Music and faith are universal.   One of the many commonalities people share is the use of 
song as an expression of faith and belief.   Cultural Crossroads and the Greater Kansas 
City Interfaith Council present a unique evening of interfaith sharing.    
 
Everyone in the community is invited to come together – from different faith traditions and 
from many faith traditions -- to gather and share songs of prayer and praise, petition and 
thanksgiving…to share songs and join in each other’s songs, all voices uniting in friendship 
and sharing. 
 
Song-sharing will be led by various members of the faith traditions represented in our 
community and may be led with or without accompaniment or even by use of recordings – 
the concept is to build connections through song rather than to achieve technical 
perfection. 
 
 

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS EVENT AND ALL ARE WELCO ME! 
 
 
 
 
CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com 
www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 


