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The next public Cultural Crossroads program will be held on Saturday, April 16, 2005 from Noon 
to 4:00 pm at the Community Room of the Country Meadows Antique Mall at 4621 S. Shrank 
Drive in Independence, Missouri.  The location is on Highway 40, just East of Lee’s Summit Road 
and in a visible location.  
The event will focus on how people create textiles and use them for personal protection, decoration, 
and identification of self and family, with demonstrations and informational booths, exhibits, 
presentations, and performance of traditional songs and dances in the tradition of textile-working. 
 
The presentations, demonstrations and performances will include: 

·  Scottish clan tartans 
·  Traditional Samoan dances 
·  Demonstration of American weaving and spinning 
·  Eastern rugs and textiles 
·  Asian clothing 
·  Contemporary hand and machine knitting 
·  Weaving and spinning dances from Scandinavia and Central Asia 
·  Interactive weaving on ancient loom 
·  Children’s activities 

 
There will also be surprises and raffle items, as well as informational exhibits of textiles and textile 
decoration from many times and cultures.    Donation is only $5 per adult at the door – as always, 
children under 16 are admitted free. 
 
This issue contains a special flyer.  Please contact the Cultural Crossroads office for more flyers, as 
we would appreciate dissemination of flyers by all our friends.   This event will combine education, 
color, music and fun, and will help to support our many educational programs. 
 

Common Threads – A Celebration of Textiles 
Saturday, April 16, 2005: Noon – 4:00 pm 

Country Meadows Antique Mall 
4621 S. Shrank Drive, Independence, Missouri 

(On Highway 40, just East of Lee’s Summit Road) 
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Every culture on Earth counts the passage of time and the turns of the seasons and that counting of 
time is another commonality shared by every culture.   How the year is counted and celebrated and 
when that celebration occurs, however, varies in different cultures.   
 

  

Continuing the study of commonalities across cultures Sunday, 
January 23, 2005 the Cultural Crossroads program, “Is this YOUR 
New Year?” was held in conjunction with the Waldo Branch of the 
Kansas City Library.  Although fewer children attended than were 
registered, those that came were treated to information and crafts.  
For this first presentation, the focus was on the Jewish, Persian and 
Celtic calendars.    

 
 

            
  
Sue-Ellen Flesher talked about how the Jewish calendar determines when their new year begins and 
had a ram’s horn, or shofar, that each child examined and tried to blow.  Armen Youssefi told of his 
experience as a boy growing up in Iran and celebrating Nourous; how it lasts for 13 days and how it 
involves families and community in the celebration.  Greg McCoy discussed the Celtic new year and 
how Celtic peoples believe that the veil between the worlds becomes thin at the time of the new year, 
which corresponds to what we now consider Halloween and how this was considered a time to rejoice 
that one has the opportunity to revisit those who are no longer with us. 
 

Then, on to the crafts…at the Jewish table we made shofars out 
of kazoos, construction paper and twine.  The Persian table had 
samples of the “Seven S” items that symbolize their celebration; 
participants drew those items on their own picture of a table and 
then Armen wrote each individual’s name in Farsi.  Masks were 
the subject of the Celtic craft.  Taking construction paper, bits of 
yarn, ribbon, stars, and whatnot, each mask was unique.  
  

Each child was given a bright, colorful bag to hold their handmade treasures, along with a handout 
about the years of the focus cultures.   Future issues of One World will carry these presentations to 
share this fascinating subject with our readers.   (This Spring 2005 issue focuses on Nourous, a 
spring New Year…see Page 3 for article.) 
 
The program itself is available for schools, libraries and youth groups….contact Cultural 
Crossroads for more information.   Also, contact us if you would be willing to present your culture’s 
year in a future presentation of the program. 
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The Persian New Year marks the beginning of the solar and 
calendar year in Iran and celebrates the awakening of the 
natural life. This awakening symbolizes the triumph of 
good, winning against the evil forces of darkness that are 
represented by the winter.  
 
The actual beginning of Nourooz is shrouded in mystery 
and fable and is sometimes tied to an ancient king and 
sometimes to the old Zoroastrian religion.  Whatever the 
exact origins of the festival, Nourooz has proven to be the 
most important cultural celebration for the millions of 
Iranians living inside and outside Iran.  In the United States, Nourooz festivals and parties 
occur in numerous cities – New York City is the site of the Second Annual Nourooz 
Parade this year. 

 
Nourooz really starts on the last Wednesday of 
winter when bonfires are lit, and people leap 
over the flames reciting the verse which 
translates as "give me your red and healthy 
color and take my yellow pallor”.    
 
Before the New Year, Persians also prepare and 
set a special spread known as the Haft-Sinn, or 
the seven S’s.  Seven was considered a lucky 
number and the spread contains seven items 

which begin with the letter S in Farsi.    Today, the seven S’s are typically: Sabzeh (home 
grown sprouts); Samanou (wheat germ); Sib (apples); Sonbol (hyacinth); Senjed (jujube 
fruit); Seer (garlic); Somagh (sumac).   In addition to the seven S’s, each Iranian family 
generally also includes: gold coins, goldfish in water, a mirror, pomegranates, and 
candles.  Each item symbolizes something, for example the sprouts and wheat germ 
represent the rebirth of spring; apples and jujube represent beauty and birth; rosewater 
and hyacinth bring sweetness; goldfish represents life; garlic and sumac represent health; 
the coins bring prosperity; and the candles represent light and goodness. 
  
Nourooz lasts for 13 days, devoted to special visits.  On the first day, children visit 
grandparents, who give them gifts. On the second day, much like our Thanksgiving, 
married children visit parents. The remaining days of visitation include uncles and aunts, 
siblings and other relatives, with the last few days for socializing with friends, neighbors, 
and, recently, hospitals and other extended visits. 
 
The last day is, universally, a Picnic Day, where everyone goes to the parks and 
mountains and spends the day outdoors, with games, songs, and dances, as well as food 
and drink.   
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The December meeting of Cultural Crossroads took 
a turn for the social on December 28 when we met 
at Petra’s Café, 76th and Wornall in Kansas City, 
Missouri. The regular business meeting was 
enhanced with discussion of personal and social 
topics.  Petra’s serves a wide variety focusing on 
Mediterranean food.  The restaurant was previously 
known as River Jordan.  The new owners took over 
in November.     
 
Cultural Crossroads encourages everyone to support 
the ethnic eateries within the metroplex.  We are 

fortunate that the Kansas City area has an amazing number and variety of ethnic restaurants, 
delis and groceries – the need for sustenance and the enjoyment of good food and fellowship are 
universal themes. Patronizing these small businesses helps the local economy, offers an 
opportunity to meet one-on-one with people from different cultures, and allows you to 
experience a “taste of the world” right here at home. 
 
 

General Meetings in 2005 are bi-monthly.   The next meeting is Tuesday, March 29, at  
Waldo Branch Library, 75th Street and Grand, KCMO from 7:15-8:45 pm.   

The March meeting will focus on the upcoming “Commons Threads” event. 
 
 
 
 
  
Cultural Crossroads, Inc. 
3605 Blue Ridge Boulevard 
Independence, MO  64052-11157 

 
 
 
 
 


