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Cultural Crossroads programs touch on diverse issues and touch widely-diverse populations across the city.     
From exhibits to children's theater and from multimedia cultural presentations to serious intercultural 
dialogue, the 2010 program year meets our commitment to offer multicultural education which focuses on 
commonalities and broadens public awareness and appreciation for everyone in our community.   If you 
missed any of this spring's great programs, here's your chance to learn about these topics: 
 

�  TABLE TALK: successful dinner-and-dialogue event comes to Kansas City�
�  SPRING HOLIDAYS AND HOLY DAYS:  how many of these celebrations do you recognize?�
�  CULTURAL JOURNEY – Armenia to America: Lily Stomboly's insights on cultural parallels�
�  BARNES & NOBLE BENEFIT BOOKFAIR: over 40 volunteers in four performance areas  �
�  Go to the end of this newsletter for our EVENT CALE NDAR for upcoming programs �
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In May, the topic for Cultural Conversations is "Health and Healing: Quantum 
Physics meets Metaphysics" with Pam Peck , Christian Science practitioner and At-
Large Member of the Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council. who will lead a discussion 
of health and healing from a cultural perspective.   Look for an article about that 
presentation in a future issue of One World.    Cultural Conversations is presented on 
the second Thursday of the month from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Plaza Library.  See 
our website for a listing of the year’s programs.  (Note that there is a midyear planning 
meeting in June and Cultural Conversations returns in July with a program on "Culture 
and Education.") 
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Co-sponsored by Cultural Crossroads in partnership with the Greater Kansas 
City Interfaith Council, this program brought together, on one night, over 130 
people of diverse cultures and faiths in various locations in a unique format -- 
small groups meeting for dinner in private homes with a trained faciitator for a 
discussion of the impact of multicultural and interfaith issues.   Each dinner 
grouping brought together people from different cultural and religious 
backgrounds.  The dinners were held in 18 locations across the city -- the group 
pictured at right met and dined and talked in the eastern part of the metropolitan 
area.  Kansas City Table Talk created enthusiasm for hosts, facilitators and 
guests. 
 

* 
Thank you to the volunteers, the Barnes & Noble staff and to all those who supported our benefit bookfair 
with your purchases!  Again at this bookfair, we were fortunate to have over 40 volunteers providing music, 
dance and theater for bookstore patrons to direct attention to the bookfair and help increase designated 
sales.   A full list of our volunteers appears in this issue. 

* 
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Cultural Conversations: March 11, 2010 

�
Whether a time of “new beginning” or of salvation, 
cultures mark the change of the season and joy and 
celebration are in evidence everywhere when the 
season turns to spring. 
 
The March segment of Cultural Conversations 
featured a diverse panel sharing the meaning and 
history of their holidays and holy days of springtime in 
the Northern Hemisphere.  The presenters (pictured 
at left) were Barb McAtee, Rev. Greg McCoy, CJ 
Wei, Sunil Prabhu, Rev. Robert Jones, Zabi Khorram, 
and Shahnaz Khorram (not pictured: Susan 
Choucron).   The information they shared is reported 
here in the order of presentation. 
  

 
Easter - Christian spring holy day 
Rev Robert Jones, a youth pastor at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, related how his faith tradition holds to 
a literal interpretation of the New Testament and how they believe that Jesus died and was resurrected.   
That resurrection, which resulted in salvation for believers, is celebrated at Easter.  
 
Holi - Hindu “Festival of Colors”  
Sunil Prabhu of the Hindu Temple and Cultural Center shared the cultural and religious meanings of this 
beloved celebration.  Holi comes at the time of the last full moon of winter.  The celebration begins on the 
night before and continues through the day.   The fire ritual commemorates the vanquishment of the 
demoness Holika through fire and the salvation of the devoted Prahlad by Vishnu’s protection.   The 
significance of this story is  that, if you have faith in God, that faith will carry you to safety.  Holi is also about 
ridding one's lives of unwanted issues.    On the first day of Holi, participants ceremoniously rid themselves 
of whatever they do not want in their lives.  The second day of Holi is a celebration of the colors, in a 
ceremony that is both cultural and spiritual.   Even enemies will celebrate Holi together…and it’s a way for 
boys to “break the ice” with girls to whom they would not be allowed to speak in normal times of the year.   
White light is the origin of all colors and all colors mixed together form black -- Holi reminds one that colors 
are like the different roles played in life.  There are no roles at Holi, as all are the same before God.  Holi is 
celebrated differently in different communities and the holiday bridges all ages. 
 
Ostara - pagan festival of Spring  
Rev. Greg McCoy, an Alliance of Divine Love minister, spoke about the pagan festival of Ostara, celebrated 
from antiguity at the time of the Vernal Equinox.  Neo-Pagans celebrate Ostara today, but the feast is not 
reconstructed but has been carried down from ancient times to modern times.  He said it is a time of 
passion for spring – a time of “spring fever” and the urge to plant.  The feast of the Goddess had many 
names in many places, but it was all the same Goddess:  Ishtar in Babylon, Ashtarte in Phoenicia, Isis in 
Eqypt, Ashtoreth in Canaan, Oestre by the Anglo-Saxon tribes and Ostara by the Germanic tribes.  Ostara 
is the name that was brought to England by the Saxons and is the origin of several modern terms, including 
oestrogen, dawn, fertility, female, and East. 
A famous part of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon was the blue-tiled Gate of Ishtar and eggs were hung in 
the temple as indication that the people believed fertility came from the Goddess.  The hare was sacred to 
the Goddess and became the bunny of Easter.  In ancient times, the festival was a week long and was a 
reverence for renewal and life. 
 
Naw Ruz – Persian and Baha’i New Year  
Baha'i representatives Barb McAtee and Zabi Khorram introduced the audience to Naw Ruz (“new day” in 
Farsi, the Persian language) and Shahnaz Khorram added to the presentation by the arrangement of a 
lovely and colorful Naw Ruz table.  They explained both the spiritual and the ancient cultural significance of 



Naw Ruz --  the Baha’i Faith originated in Iran (ancient Persia) and the New Year celebration of Naw Ruz in 
the Baha’i Faith is an Iranian legacy.   The Baha’i calendar is 19 months of 19 days each and the last month 
before the New Year of Naw Ruz calls for all healthy adults to fast from sun-up to sundown in preparation.  
The night before Naw Ruz (which coincides with the 
Vernal Equinox) is the last day of the fast.  There are 
12,000 different ethnic groups within the Baha’i Faith; 
while all celebrate Naw Ruz, there are cultural 
differences in the celebration, giving a “unity within 
diversity” aspect to the holiday. 
Naw Ruz has been celebrated for about 3000 years by 
Iranians as a cultural holiday.  As well as being a cultural 
holiday, it is celebrated by people of several religions – 
each religion celebrates a bit differently and there is 
variety among different regions.  The festival lasts 12 
days and involves eating and visiting and family ties and 
culminates with a big picnic on the 13th day. 
A centerpiece of Naw Ruz celebrations is the Naw Ruz 
table, which is set with seven items which all begin with 
the letter “S” in Farsi, as well as special items added by each family. Those items may include wheat, 
hyacinth flowers, fruit, coins, garlic, a mirror, sprouts, goldfish, and candles, all of which are placed to 
represent rebirth, food, health, beauty, love, life, sweetness, age, patience, goodness, and prosperity.  
 As part of the presentation, the audience was treated to a typical Naw Ruz  table set with traditional items 
(pictured above). 
 
Chinese New Year/Spring Day  
CJ Wei, President of the Kansas City Chinese Association, produced a PowerPoint presentation about the 
celebration of "Spring Day" which is commonly known as Chinese New Year.  Spring Day/New Year is the 
first day of the lunar calendar and evolved from an ancient winter sacrifice.  
It generally falls about a month after the secular new year.  The 15th day of the New Year is the Lantern 
Festival or Sweet Dumpling Festival, called nion and named after a ferocious legendary animal which only 
appears once a year, on New Year’s Day, but which can be frightened away by loud noises, light and the 
color red.   All of these things, then, are part of the New Year festival: the loud noises of firecrackers, the 
custom of turning the lights on all night and feasting at midnight, and the predominance of the color red in 
the festival.  There are some variations from one region to another (dumplings in the North and sticky rice in 
the South) but the favored gift everywhere is money in red envelopes (which used to be only for children, 
but has now been expanded).    The Kansas City Chinese Association holds a New Year celebration at 
Johnson County Community College.   
 
Jewish spring festivals: Tupshiva, Purim and Passov er  
Although GKCIC Jewish Member Susan Choucron was unable to appear personally on the panel, she 
furnished detailed information (related by Barb McAtee, in her stead) on the Jewish spring festivals of Tu 
B'Shevat (Arbor Day), a rebirth/spring festival, and Purim and Passover, both salvation celebrations. 
Tu B'Shevat (Arbor Days) (on January 29 in 2010): The “Day of Trees” is a rebirth celebration and involves 
planting trees and holding a seder and dates from the Middle Ages.  People feast on fruit and nuts and hold 
a ritual blessing of the trees.    This is also the time to tithe, based upon fruit production. 
Purim (on February 27 in 2010): The “Days of Esther” is a salvation festival and recalls when Esther saved 
her people in ancient times.  Children dress in costumes to emulate Esther’s subterfuge. 
Passover (begins on March 29 in 2010 and continues for 5 days): A salvation festival, Passover 
commemorates when the Angel of Death “passed over” the Jewish houses, saving the children inside.  In 
preparation for Passover, the entire house is cleaned and all leavened bread is removed.  The Passover 
seder has symbolic foods. 
 
The program introduced the audience to a rich diversity of cultural and religious celebrations associated 
with the return of spring to the Northern Hemisphere. These holidays and holy days vary widely in their 
method of celebration and degree of solemnity but all seem to share an underlying theme of Hope, whether 
the celebration is a feast of rebirth or salvation.  
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Cultural Conversations: April 8, 2010 

 
A journey from Armenia to America... (or "from Russ ia with Love")  
is the self-described personal history, reflections and commentary on life in 
diverse cultures as presented by Lily Stomboly, featured speaker at Cultural 
Conversations in April of this year.   Lily Stomboly was born in Armenia in a 
family of educators who had great appreciation for foreign languages and 
culture.  Driven by passion for the fine arts, she moved to St. Petersburg, 
Russia, to study art theory and history at the Academy of Fine Arts.  During 
the early nineties and the time of “perestroika” in post-Soviet Russia, she was 
actively involved in events related to cultural exchanges between East and 
West, organizing a series of exhibitions and art sales, lectures and 
presentations on the subject of Russian avant garde art and its role in world 
art of the 20th century.    In June 1998, while working as an interpreter, Lily met 

her future husband, Tony Stomboly, and in October of the same year, she immigrated to the United States 
with her then-8-year old daughter.  During the first five years of her life in the U.S., she taught various 
courses of Art History at Missouri State University as well as at Drury University in Springfield, MO.  During 
the summers, she had the opportunity of travelling with her family to Europe, South America and North 
Africa, combining leisure and professional interests.  In 2004-2007, she was privileged to attend the 
graduate program in the School of Business of Missouri State University and graduated with a degree in 
Health Care Administration.  Her interest in health care information technology as well as international 
health care determined her decision of joining Cerner Corporation, where she currently works as a 
Consultant.  
 
"The museum under the sky…" 
Her skill as an educator and her eye for the artistic was evident in her presentation, which was 
accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation filled with historical facts and images of Armenia art and 
Armenian and Russian architecture.   Her love of art is apparent when she describes St. Petersburg -- 
known as "the museum under the sky" and the Northern Venice.  There are many bridges over the canals of 
St. Petersburg and they open at night on different schedules.  She contrasted the "air" of St. Petersburg, 
with its slower Byzantine pace of life and aristocratic and artistic culture, with Moscow, which is expensive, 
business-like and Western-oriented.  These cultural differences have caused some tension between the two 
population centers. 
 
Beyond art, education and health care, Lily's overriding passion is people -- meeting people, getting to know 
them and building bridges between people.  Her love of travel is intertwined with her love of people and she 
approaches each culture with the question: What air do the people breathe?  In St. Petersburg, the air -- so 
full of art and creativity -- causes one to become romantic and in love with life.  
 
Political tension may be based on "cultural charact er" 
She also drew cultural parallels between Russia and America, sharing from personal knowledge and 
experience how the factors that have shaped the Russian character contributed to the complicated relations 
between the USSR and, today, the Russian government and the government of the United States.   In her 
presentation, Lily examined cultural parallels between America and Russia, which indicate why there have 
historically been misunderstandings on so many issues: 
 

Cultural issue America Russia 
Authority Diffused from people, flows up Centralized, flows down 
Change From below, individual Imposed from above, society 
Rights Celebrated, protected Subordinated for communal good 
Diverse Views Tolerance, pluralism Consensus, single truth 
Economy Private free market Government-centered 
Cultural roots Western Europe Europe, Asia 
Warfare Wars fought mostly abroad, 

little or no devastation 
Constant cruelties, wars, devastation, 
hardships 



 
 
She also pointed out how these cultural traits appear in individuals, which also affects how the immigrant is 
able to adapt to this culture:   

·  the new is welcomed in America; the old is revered in Russia; 
·  the West compromises; Russia is absolute; 
·  in general, in a collective society, everybody's business is also everybody else's business.   (It had 

been necessary to belong to the Communist Party and attend weekly party meetings and be "tested" 
on whether or not one was reading Pravda.) 

·  in education, there are lectures in Russia and discussion in America (in Russia, Lily says that the 
teacher doesn't care about students' opinions; the purpose of  Russian education is to impart 
information downward, not examine that information); 

·  America is new and populated with risk-takers; Russians are cautious, favor the status quo and 
value stability. 

·  in America, one anticipates optimism; in Russia, one anticipates negativism 
·  America is impressed by risk-takers; Russia is impressed by size and strength.  (An example is the 

concept of "Mother Russia" -- women are strong and in business, but not in positions of authority.)    
  
Through the eyes of an immigrant 
Her purpose in speaking at Cultural Conversations was to share the cultural transitions that take place in 
the lives of every immigrant, as well as lessons learned and ways of giving back    For an immigrant, there 
is a difference between the expectation and the reality; everything is fresh, but it changes with time.  There 
is also the reality of blending those expectations with the past experiences.   The immigrant must "marry" 
the past and the present, becoming something like a teenager and having to find one's identity.   
 
Through the eyes of an immigrant, however, it is possible to 
understand the benefits of both cultural systems.  The family unit is 
broader in Russia, where children stay with their parents until 
marriage and the family is often composed of three generations living 
together.   Even in housing, the social aspects are paramount.   
Housing is generally in apartments and there are some communal-like 
suites with shared kitchen and bathroom.   In these circumstances, 
one learns how to deal with and live with people and the families will 
celebrate holidays together in a very social atmosphere.   In matters 
of religion, the Russian people are very spiritual, even through the 
years of not being able to practice under the Soviets, and there are 
icons and candles in all homes.   The culture is based on social aspects and people are quite interactive 
and open to their neighbors and co-workers and people socialize at work.  Education is highly respected 
and traditional medicine is still popular and respected. 
 
There are many lessons to be learned from Lily Stomboly's experiences and cultural discernment.  We often 
hear about "walking a mile in another's mocassins" as a reminder to appreciate another's history and 
story….let us also remember to ask this question about those of a culture or history different from our own:  
What air do the people breathe?  
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This coming October, Cultural Crossroads will hold a new Communiversity class on "Observances of Death" 
-- death is the one absolute commonality shared among cultures and observances of death and the passing 
of the generations hold primary importance in the calendar of most cultures. Harvest time has traditionally 
been the time to also mark the passage of human years and lives. Explore observances which include 
Halloween, Samhain (the Celtic new year), Dia de Los Muertos (the Mexican Day of the Dead), and similar 
observances from other cultures. Check the winter Communiversity catalogue or online at 
www.umkc.edu/commu once winter classes are posted for exact time and place. 
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Thanks to everyone who helped at the Cultural Crossroads Benefit Fair on May 1, 2010, at Barnes & Noble 
on the Plaza.   Patrons throughout the store enjoyed storytelling, dance, music and theater.   We extend our 
specific thanks to the Barnes & Noble staff and to the following volunteers: 
  
Marita Abner     Greg McCoy   Rev. Lee “Stumbling Deer” Slusher  
Blue River CC Theatre  Mary McCoy   Sharon Slusher 
Dylan Cochran    Sharon and Timmy Mitchell Ron Ulrich    
Vivian Hartzler Hunt    Cassi Neff   UMKC Double Reed Ensembles 
Anne Mahoney    Joe Shapiro   World Folk Dancers 
        
…AND, of course, a big "thank you" to everyone who supported the bookfair with your purchases!    
  
…scenes at the bookfair…. 
 

        
 
      …of  music, action and drama…  
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mid-February to May, 2010  

 
Thursday, May 13  Cultural Conversations: Health & Healing  Plaza Library 
Thursday, June 10   Mid-year Planning Meeting                Plaza Library 
Thursday, July 8  Cultural Conversations: Culture & Education  Plaza Library 
Monday, July 26  "Head to Toe" exhibit opens (two-week run)  Excel. Springs Library 
Thursday, August 12  Cultural Conversations: Reading & Rhythm  Plaza Library 
Thursday, September 9 Cultural Conversations: Talk to the World  Plaza Library 
 
Go to our website at http://www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org/Newsletters.html to read past issues of the One 
World newsletter and to see photos from past programs and festivals.  Be a Fan on our Facebook Page at 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cultural-Crossroads/51570888935?ref=ts.  
 
Call or email if you can volunteer and be part of the fun!   Cultural Crossroads offers opportunities for 
involvement as volunteers, board or committee members and, as a 501c3 organization, all donations are 
tax-deductible.  (It’s easy to donate to Cultural Crossroads online through the Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation by using this link: http://gkccf.guidestar.org/NonprofitProfile.aspx?OrgId=790)  
 
 

Cultural Crossroads, Inc. 
3605 Blue Ridge Boulevard 
Independence, MO  64052 

816-737-5959 
 

CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com 
www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org 

 
 

 
 
 


