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that aspiration for peace and respect. His work
includes both public education and direct
humanitarian assistance. Ira works with private
citizens and government officials to protect our
freedoms, organizes rallies for peace and
teaches non-violent conflict resolution in area
schools and across the community. His
organization is described as including people of
various faiths committed to justice, peace and
service, based on belief in the worth of every

i i i person and faith in the power of love to
Ira Harrltt rECEIVES ngs overcome violence and injustice.
of Peace Award

In his acceptance speech, he quoted “There is

Friends and community workers from across NC Way to peace, but peaiethe way” as the
the area gathered at the Loose Park Rose Room anthem for_ all to follow and that respect for all
on Sunday, October 8, for the first Wings of  Cultures brings peace.
Peace Award Presentation, sponsored by
Cultural Crossroads, and presented in
recognition of time, talent and passion in the
service of our community. o ) )

Lifetime Achievement — Louise Baggett
Nominations were received from across the
community. Each individual nominated is an
exceptional person and an outstanding
community asset. The selection process,
among such distinguished nominees, was
difficult. The final selection was also
community-based, and was submitted to a
panel of civic and business leaders from the
public and private sectors.

The Wings of Peace Award was created as a

N
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recognition of the quiet work that enriches our Lo _ _
community and infuses our lives with peace A lifetime achievement award for community

and respect. Ira Harritt, in his work with the ~ volunteerism was presented to Louise Baggett,

American Friends Field Service, the Interfaith WhOSe volunteer activities
Council, and other organizations, exemplies



have spanned many decades in the areas of Moss,

civic, educational, artistic, and environmental
concerns. Through her lifetime, Louise has
contributed to the vitality and education of
several generations, to family, piano students,
her work with numerous church groups and
community groups, art and music groups, and,
especially, to the many people she has reached
through folk dance and ethnographic studies.
In accepting the award, she stressed the need
for understanding and openness and wished for
all to “join hands in a dance of peace” that
would encircle the globe.

Award nominees honored

The work of each of the recipients and
nominees have enlightened and enriched this
community and all are to be congratulated and
their contributions honored.

Charlotte Horvatic calls for
peace to begin with each individual

The nominees for the award were also honored
at the podium. Each nominee in attendance
was presented with a rose, symbolizing their
devotion to community, and they spoke to the
gathering about their personal path of service.

Wings of Peace nominees also included: Ed
Chasteen, Marsha Elbasani, Lupe Gonzalez,
Charlotte Horvatic, Jennifer Kennally, Janet

David Nelson, Dave Patton, Jill

Shackleford, and Gloria Willis.

Janet Moss talks about her
volunteer activities

The afternoon was a joyous celebration of
peace and fellowship and an example of the
accomplishments possible when people join in
mutual respect.

Manny Pedram, Global and Multicultural
Education Center, with Ira Harritt

Louise Baggett, Marita Abner, Kansas City
Symphony, and Mary Ann Slavin, MN

Cultural Crossroads was a major participant in
metropolitan area. At Grinter House AppleFest, the
Heritage Festival, and Southland Multicultural Fest
and historical information through dialogue and han
adults.

Thank you to our great volunteers and sponsors!

four multicultural festivals across the

KCK Lewis & Clark Festival, Independence
ival, our volunteers provided multicultural
ds-on activities to over 200 children and




We are excited about this new feature ofOne
World...an invitation to young people to share
their cultural experiences. Our first volunteer
correspondent is Cristina Bratu, from Arad,
Romania. Cristina studies Math and Science
and enjoys travel.

Dear readers ddne World,

My name is Cristina Bratu and | am from Romania.

| have been recently accepted as a volunteer for
Cultural Crossroads and | must say | am very

excited. | am 17 and | will be a high-school senior

the year that follows.

As this organization’s aim is to bring together
people belonging to cultures worldwide, | figured |
could talk to you about Romanian youth and the
way they study, as | find myself part of it. A mai
characteristic among teenagers in my country is the
fact that most are overly ambitious, with high
standards and willing to make a difference.

After kindergarten, which, | believe, is the sanse a
everywhere, we have what it's called primary
school. Throughout four years, children learn to
write, to read, the basics of arithmetic and aifpre
language (English or French). Starting from fifth
grade, they go to secondary school, where they star
to expand their knowledge on subjects like Math,
Romanian (grammar and literature), Geography,
History, Biology, another foreign language and
many others (and trust me, there are many!). The
major difference between the school system and,
let's say, the American one, is the fact that we do
not get to choose what to study. We have (and that
goes for high-school, too) around 15-16 subjects we
have to take. We spend around six or seven hours in
school and we begin classes at 8:00 am.

In order to get to high-school, students must take
exam called ‘Capacitate’ (a rough translation would
be ‘ability’). This exam consists of three exams,
actually, one in Romanian, one in Math and another
one in either Geography or History. For students
who wish to study a foreign language in depth in
high-school (i.e., 4 or more classes of that laggua
a week), they also take another exam, but this
usually takes place after the ‘Capacitate’.

After this exam, you apply at more high-schooals,
and, depending on your average, you get into a
better high-school or not. In Romania, high-schools

have different specialties. For example, there are
arts schools, sports schools or simply theoretical
schools (that is, you do not have to have a special
talent to get into these). Another difference friova
American system is that we generally have the same
teachers during all four years of high-school.ol, f
example, study mostly Math and Science, I.T., so
we study Math, Chemistry, Biology, Physics every
year. The only difference from year to year is that
the number of classes per week change.

This kind of system, where you do not get to choose
your classes (only decide whether you are inclined
to Math or Literature) gets annoying, especially in
high-school, when you start glimpsing your
future...and, you do need a high GPA to get into
college, so you need good grades in all subjects,
even in those you find pretty much useless.

Students are graded here from 1 to 10, 10 being the
highest. 5 is considered a pass grade. And 1 is
usually given for cheating.

At the end of high-school, every student must take
an exam called ‘Bacalaureat’ which consists of 6
exams, 2 oral ones- one in Romanian and one in a
foreign language you studied- and 4 written ones-
one in Romanian and the others depend on what
your studies were more inclined to. For example, |
will have to take Math, but | get to choose between
Physics, Chemistry and Biology and | also have to
take another subject — such as Geography, History
or any other subject not linked to Math and
Sciences. The passing grade for this exam is 6, but
of course you need high grades in order to getanto
decent university.

That is pretty much it about the school system up
until high-school. | do not have enough information
about how things in university work, so
unfortunately | cannot tell you anything about that
but | hope | managed to give you at least an
overview of how teenagers study for 12 years in our
country.

There is always room for improvement, so let's
hope that in a few years, a future volunteer at
Cultural Crossroads will give a whole different and
better picture of the Romanian school system.

Cristina Bratu
Arad, Romania



A spring fashion show in Johnson County
highlighted authentic costumes from around
the world and introduced young girls to some
different “fashion” ideas.

Two young artists proudly show off their
handiwork at Cultural Crossroads’s craft booth
at Grinter House Apple Fest in Kansas City, KS

Several of the costumes were donated to
Cultural Crossroads by Ten Thousand Villages
and others were from personal collections.

For the second year, Cultural Crossroads
taught dances and stories from many cultures
at Welborn Elementary School’s annual
Multicultural Day.

The Cultural Crossroads booth at the
September Independence Heritage Festival
displayed items from around the world.
Volunteers from Cultural Crossroads acted as
“cultural ambassadors” at the September event.
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No time to volunteer? You can still help! Emaius if you can receiveOne Worldelectronically.

CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com
www.culturalcrossroads-kc.org



