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One W���� rld 
O n e  W o r l d  i s  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C u l t u r a l  C r o s s r o a d s ,  I n c .  

 Vo l .  2 ,  No.  3                Au tumn,  2005 
 

South KC Multicultural Festival 
 
Longview Communi ty  Co l lege  inv i ted  Cul tu ra l  Crossroads  to  jo in  in  “A Celebra t ion 
o f  Al l  o f  Us”  –  cer ta in ly  a  theme a l igned wi th  our  own v is ion .   Our  “Reading &  
Rhythm”  p rogram o f  fo l k lore  s tor ies  and mul t icu l tu ra l  dances  was  a  great  bas is  fo r  
the  var ious per formances  of  dance  f rom d i f ferent  cul tures  on  two s tages .    Held on 
Saturday,  October  8 ,  th is  was  the  f i r s t  year  for  Longview’s  cu l tura l  fes t i va l  and  i t  
was  very successfu l  –  watch  fo r  th is  event  next  year  and be sure  to  a t tend !  

 

   
 
 

   
 
 

Annual Dinner - Ruchi Restaurant 
Monday, Dec. 5, 2005 

See Page Four  o f  th is  newslet ter  for  deta i ls  about  th is  year ’s  d inner  meet ing!  
 



 
Mid-Continent Library Programs – Be a Volunteer! 

 
Cul tura l  Crossroads is  jo in ing wi th  Mid-Cont inent  Library to  present  severa l  
programs over  the coming months.  Please contact us if you are able to volunteer a couple 
of hours to introduce new ideas to children.  (Also, we have a need for volunteers who are available 
on Monday evenings…opportunities are not restricted to just the dates listed below.)  No experience 
is necessary…just an open attitude and an open heart!   
 
 Friday, December 16, 2005 at 10:00 am – Family Dance Class – Grandview 
 Tuesday, January 10, 2006  at 7:00 pm - Family Dance Class - Blue Springs North 
 Saturday, January 21, 2006 at 2:00 pm - Family Dance Class - Blue Springs South 
 Tuesday, February 28, 2006 at 7:00 pm - Family Dance Class - Raytown 
 Saturday, June 24, 2006 at 2:00 pm – “Hello, World!” - Red Bridge 
 
Call 816-737-5979 or email CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com for more information.  More 
information will also be available about these and other exciting programs at the annual dinner 
meeting (see back page for details).  We hope to see you there! 

Got A Good Recipe? 

How about that old standby that 
you bring to every family dinner or 

pot luck?  How would you like to share and 
get your name in print at   the same time? 

Well, here’s your opportunity.  Cultural 
Crossroads is undertaking its own cookbook.  
But not just a compilation of recipes.  Each 
submission will contain the name of the 
person who submitted it and we are asking for 
a short (two or three lines maximum) story 
about it.  Maybe you first tasted the food on a 
particular trip, or it evokes memories of the 
first time you served it, etc.  If it comes from 
a foreign country, please specify its origin. 

Don’t think that it needs to be gourmet or 
exotic.  Those tried-and-true concoctions are 
just as important.  Also, ask anyone you know 
to submit a recipe.  This is open to everyone 
anywhere in the world.  (They do need to be 
submitted in English, though.) 

Email to CulturalCrossroads@hotmail.com or 
snail-mail to Donna Stalker, 10753 Rowland 
Court, Kansas City, KS 66109. 

 
Benefi t  sale is success –

and aids two good causes 
 
On Saturday,  September  10 ,  2005,  
Cu l tura l  Crossroads he ld  our  f i r s t  ever  
benef i t  sa le  and enjoyed great  weather ,  
v i s i t s  f rom new and o ld  f r iends ,  and 
ra ised over  $400 for  our  educat iona l  
p rograms,  w i th  a  por t ion  o f  the 
p roceeds  a lso  be ing donated  to  a  re l ie f  
fund  for  the  v i c t ims  o f  Hur r i cane 
Kat r ina.    
Thanks  to  Louise  Bagget t  fo r  host ing 
th i s  event  and spec ia l  thanks  to  a l l  
those  f r iends  who donated  some 
wonder fu l  i tems,  inc lud ing many i tems 
f rom around the wor ld .   We a lso  had 
the  oppor tun i t y  to  spread the  word 
about  Cu l tura l  Crossroads .   

 

                  
The first annual volunteer picnic in July featured 

both great food and stimulating conversation. 
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We continue our series about new year celebrations 
from different cultures with Celtic New Year, which 
has evolved into a holiday celebrated widely in this 
country – Halloween – although the premise and focus 
of this very American holiday has changed 
considerably from the original. Samhain (pronounced 
"sah-wen") means roughly "summer's end” and, in 
ancient Celtic villages, was celebrated over a period of 
several days.  The first day of the year is November 1, 
but the Celts count the beginning of the year at dusk on 
October 31, the eve of the new year.   
  
The Celts honored all intertwining forces of existence: 
darkness and light, night and day, cold and  heat, death 
and life.  Celtic knotwork art represents this 
intertwining.  The Celts observed time as proceeding 
from darkness to light.  Thus, the Celtic day began at 
dusk, the beginning of the dark and cold night, and 
ended the following dusk, the end of a day of light and 
warmth.  Similarly, the Celtic year begins with the dark 
Celtic winter, and ends with Am Foghar ("am fo-war"), 
the harvest.   
 
Oidhche Shamhna ("oi-kha haw-na"), the Eve of 
Samhain, was the most important part of Samhain. All 
Saints Day, celebrated on the first day of November, 
also originated in this ancient Celtic feast.  The 
evening of Oidhche Shamhna became known as 
Hallow Evening, then Hallow E'en, and, eventually, 
Halloween. 
 
At Samhain, villagers gathered the best of the autumn 
harvest and slaughtered cattle for the feast.  The focus 
of each village's festivities was a great bonfire.  
Villagers cast the bones of the slaughtered cattle upon 
the flames. (The English word "bonfire" comes from 
these "bone fires".)  With the bonfire roaring, the 
villagers extinguished all other fires.  In a ceremony 
which bonded all families of the village together, each 
family solemnly relit their hearth from that one great 
common flame, by relighting the hearth fire with 
embers carried home from the common fire.  The 
embers were carried home in carved turnips, the 
origins of today’s jack-o’lanterns. 
 
The eve of the Celtic year was a very sacred time and 
not an evil time.  Celts believe that Oidhche Shamhna  
was a gap in time.  The veil between our world and the  
Otherworld became thin on that night between the old 
and new years.  The dead could return to the places 
where they had lived.  Many rituals of Oidhche 

Shamhna provided hospitality for dead ancestors.  
Celts put out food and drink for the dead ancestors 
with great ceremony.  Villagers left their gates, doors, 
and windows unlocked to give the ancestors free 
passage into their homes.   
 
There is also a much lighter side to Celtic New Year 
rituals.  In olden times, children would put on strange 
disguises and roam the countryside, pretending to be 
returning dead ancestors or mischievous spirits from 
the Otherworld.  Celts thought the break in reality on 
November Eve not only provided a link between the 
worlds, but also dissolved the structure of society for 
the night.  Boys and girls would put on each other's 
clothes, and would generally flout convention by 
boisterous behavior and by playing tricks on their 
elders.   It is obvious how that custom has become the 
Halloween costumes and customs of today. 
 
Divination of the events of the coming year was 
another prominent feature of Samhain.  Celts used 
hazelnuts, symbols of wisdom, to foretell the future.  
Bobbing for apples, another traditional Samhain 
pastime, was a reference to the Celtic Emhain Abhlach, 
"Paradise of Apples," where the dead, having eaten of 
the sacred fruit, enjoyed a blissful immortality. 
 
Ancient Celtic religion cast the year as a contest 
between the gods of winter and summer for the favor 
of the goddess of the earth.  The god of summer 
claimed victory at Latha Buidhe Bealltainn (May Day), 
but at Samhain the god of winter, who was also lord of 
the Otherworld, was victorious.  Celts often depicted 
the god of winter with antlers which he shed each 
autumn like a stag.  Families in Brittany still herald the 
coming of winter by  baking kornigou, little cakes in 
the shape of antlers, to commemorate the god of winter 
shedding his horns as he returns to his kingdom in the 
Otherworld. 
 
Originally, Celts used a lunar calendar of thirteen 
uneven months, but later adapted the Roman calendar 
into a Celtic solar calendar of twelve roughly-even 
months, beginning with Samhain on the first day of an 
t-Samhain (November). 
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As has become a Cu l tura l  Crossroads  t rad i t ion,  the December  annua l  
meet ing  and d inner  wi l l  be  he ld  a t  a  loca l  e thn ic  res taurant ,  thus  combin ing  
cu l tura l  awareness ,  good food,  and fe l lowsh ip .  W e not  on ly  exper ience a 
d i f fe ren t  cu is ine  each year ,  we a lso t rave l  about  the met ropo l i tan area.     
 
Th is  year ,  we v is i t  Johnson County,  Kansas,  fo r  de lectab le  Ind ian  fare  at  
the  ever-popu lar  Ruch i  Ind ian  Res taurant .   W e wi l l  meet  about  6:30  pm and 
order  of f  the menu.   Ruch i  (wh ich  means “ tas ty” )  has  received rave rev iews 
and return  customers.   See www. ruch ikc .com for  more in format ion.  
 
W e’ l l  t a lk  about  p lans  f or  the  fu tu re ,  recap some of  th is  year ’s  h igh l ights ,  
and have a  few surpr ises.  I f  you  have never  at tended a Cu l tu ra l  Crossroads 
event  before,  th is  is  a  per fec t  f i r s t - t ime oppor tun i t y .    I f  you  can jo in  us ,  
p lease cal l  816-737-5979 or  emai l  Cu l tu ra lCrossroads@hotmai l . com ,  so 
we can g ive  the res taurant  an  a t tendance count .  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cultural Crossroads, Inc. 
3605 Blue Ridge Boulevard 
Independence, MO  64052-1157 

 
 
 
 
 


